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Pusuic Law 601, 79rm Concress 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946], chapter 
753, 2d session, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Rute X 


SEC, 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 


17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


RvuLE XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
” * ~ * * * 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestie origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any neces 
sary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such in 
vestigation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 








RULES ADOPTED BY THE 88D CONGRESS 


1 


House Resolution 5, January 3, 1953 
+ e * = e + - 
RuLE X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con 
3s, the following standing committees: 


7 > * a * * * 


(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine members. 


* * * * * * + 


RULE XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* * 7 * + * * 

17. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American Activities. 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 

s authorized to make from time to time, investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American prop 
aganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (8) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance of 
such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by such chairman, and may be served by any person desig- 
nated by any such chairman or member. 


VI 


HEARINGS REGARDING COMMUNISM N THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA—PART 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 14, 1954 


Untrep States House or REpPRESENTATIVI 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Washinaton. dD. G. 
PUBLIC HEARING 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, purst nant to call, at 10:40 a. m., in the Caucus room, 362 Old 
House Office Building, Hon. Harold H. Velde (chairman) presiding. 

Committee suanbers present: Representatives Harold H. Velde 

chairman), Kit Clardy, Gordon H. Scherer, Francis E. Walter, and 

lyde Doyle (appearance noted in transcript). 

Staff members present: Robert L. Kunzig, counsel; Raphael I. 
Nixon, director of research; George C. Williams, investigator, and 
Riley Smith, acting for the clerk. 

Mr. Vetpe. The Chair would like to as that the hearings to 
be conducted today and tomorrow will bear on communism in the 
District of Columbia. As is generally known, Mary Staleup Mark- 
ward, in June 1951, testified before the committee with respect to Com- 
munist activities in the er of Columbia. Mrs. Markward was 
employed for ap proximately 7 years, 1943-49, by the FBI as an un 
dercover informant within ie Com imunist Party of the District of 
Columbia, tan which time she attained the position of treasurer 
of the Communist Party in Washington. 

I believe that is also the Washington and Maryland areas. 

Mr. Kunzic. The District. 

Mr. Vevpr. She was treasurer for the Communist Party in Wash 
ington, D. C., and Maryland. Is that not correct? 

Mr. Nixon. Yes. 

Mr. Veipe. During the course of her testimony Mrs. Markward 
identified approximately 175 individuals who were or had been mem- 
bers of the ee unist Party. The committee held some oe 
subsequent to her testimony dealing with Washington, D. C., and 
Baltimore ; ad has now printed for general distribution the seen te 
text of her testimony before the committee. 

As a result of the information furnished by Mrs. Markward, and 
subsequent investigation, the committee has subpenaed certain indi- 
viduals. These individuals are in a position to afford the committee 
more recent information on the activity of the Communist Party in 
the District of Columbia, provided they will give the committee the 
benefit of their knowledge on the subject. 


1Parts 1 and 2 of this title were printed in 1949 and 1950 
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esent are Mr. Walter, Mr. Clardy, Mr. 


Let the record show that pr 
Scherer, and myself, and I appoint a subcommittee consisting of those 
presel [ fo! the purposes of yay oa a 

Mr. Counsel, will ye u eall your first witness? 


Mr. Site Samuel R. Pearlman. 

Mr. Vetpr. Will you raise your right hand? In the testimony you 
are about to give before this committee do you solemnly swear you will 
tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you 


Mr. Peartman, So hely 


TESTIMONY OF SAMUEL R. PEARLMAN, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, HARRY I. RAND 


Mr. Kuwnzie. Will you state your full name, please? 

Mr. PearLMan. Samuel R. Pearlman. 

Mr. Kunzic. For the record, what does the “R” stand for? 

Mr. PeartMan,. Robert. 

Mr. Kunzia. Samuel Robert Pearlman. 

Mr. Pear~tmMan. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Pearlman, I note you are accompanied by counsel. 
Will your counsel please stata his full name? 

Mr. Ranp. Harry I. Rand, Wyatt Building, Washington 5, D. C. 

Mr. Kunzie. Mr. Pearlman, what is your present address? 

Mr. Peartman. 524 Madison Street NW. 

Mr. Kunzic. How long have you lived in Washington ? 

Mr. Pearuman. Since 1921. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you always lived at that address, or have you 
moved ? 

Mr. PeartmMan. No, sir. I lived in various parts of the city. 

Mr. Kunzic. How long have you lived at this present address? 

Mr. PEARLMAN. Ten years. 

Mr. Kunzic. Ten years? 

Mr. PeartMan. Approximately. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where did you live prior to that? 

Mr. PEARLMAN. 139 Wilmington Place SE. 

Mr. Kunzie. a long did you live at Wilmington Place? 

Mr. Peartman. About 4 years. 

Mr. Kunzie. Ww here did you live prior to that time? 

Mr. Kunzia. 750 Princeton Place NW. 

Mr. Kunzie. How long did you live there? 

Mr. PeartMan. I don’t remember. About 4 or 5 years. I really 
don’t remembe 

Mr. Kuwnzie. What is your occupation, sir ? 

Mr. Peartman. I am an optometrist. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you work for another company or are you in busi- 
ness for yourself? 

Mr. PeartMan, I have an office of my own. 

Mr. Kunzic. The acoustics here are awfully bad and if you could 
speak as loudly as you can I will appreciate it very much. 

Mr. Pearman. I am for myself. 

Mr. Kunzic. You have an office for yourself? 

Mr. Peartman. Yes. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Where were you born? 

Mr. Pear_MaN. In the city of Giasin, Russia. 

Mr. Kunzic. When were you born? 

Mr. PeartmMan. March 6, 1892. 

Mr. Kunzic. Could you give the committee a brief résumé of your 
educational background—your schooling ? 

Mr. PeartMan. I came here when I was around 20 years old and I 
got most of the up to high school education on the other side. I went 
through Pennsylvania College of Optometry. Graduated from—— 

Mr. Kunzie. Where is that? 

Mr. Prartman. In Philadelphia, Pa. I graduated in 1920, 

Mr. Kunzic. Yes. That completes your formal education? 

Mr. Peartman. That’s right. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you give the committee a brief résumé of your 
employment? Am I correct it was as an optometrist? 

Mr. PeartmaNn. I was with the Kahn Optical. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you spell that? 

Mr. PeartMaNn. K-a-h-n. It is not in business any more. It was 
a jewelry store there downtown, in the optical department. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you spel] that? 

Mr. Peartman. K-a-h-n, on Seventh Street, about 11 years. 

Mr. Kunzie. That takes us up to about 1931? 

Mr. PeartMAN. Something like that. 

Mr. Kunzic. Then where was your next employment ? 

Mr. PeartmaNn. I was for myself at 1702 Pennsylvania Avenue. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Is that your present office address ? 

Mr. Prartman. No, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. You went out for yourself at that time? 

Mr. Pear“tMANn. Then I got a job and working for someone else. 

Mr. Kounzie. What was your next job then? Where did you work 
for someone else? 

Mr. PeartmaN. In this city only. 

Mr. Kunzic. What was the company you worked for? 

Mr. Peartman. Kahn Optical Co. 

Mr. Kunzia. Let’s go back over that again. You started with Kahn 
Optical Co.? 

{r. PeartmaNn. I started for myself. 

Mr. Kunzic. What did you do in 1920, when you got out of Penn- 
sylvania College of Optometry? Did you go out for yourself then? 

Mr. Prearuman. I came here in 1921, and after a few months I 
opened an office in the back of a jewelry store and stayed there until 
I got a job. 

Mr. Kunzic. When did you go with Kahn? 

Mr. Peartman. Well, 11 years—wait a minute—about 1926; some- 
thing like that. 

Mr. Kunzic. Then you stayed with them how long? 

Mr. PeartMan. Until 1935. I believe I quit Kahn about 1934—I 
don’t remember exactly. I know I was there 11 years and I opened 
my own office in 1935. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you been on your own since then ? 

Mr. Peartman. That’s right. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is your present office address ? 


50202—54—pt. 83——-2 
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Mr. Preartman. 305 Colorado Building. 

(Representative Clyde Doyle entered the hearing room at this 
point. ) 

Mr. Kuwnzia. On June 11, 1951, Mr. Pearlman, Mary Stalcup Mark- 
ward. who had been an informant for the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
cation, testified before this committee as follows: 

Mr. OweENs. Mrs. Markward, the committee has asked you to search your 
memory with a view to recalling individuals who were members of the Com- 
munist Politica] Association, and I understand you have a list of approximately 
76 names of people who were members of the Communist Political Association 
during its existence. I also understand that some of the people on this list 
have been transferred from the city of Washington, and some have dropped 
their membership completely. 

I hand you herewith a list compiled in executive session with you, and ask 
you if this is the list of persons you have identified as having been members of 
the Communist Political Association in Washington, D. C., between June 1944 
ind October 1945? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. Yes. 

I might add, among the names listed was Sam Pearlman on page 24 
of the typed testimony. 

Then on page 16 Mr. Owens asked: 

Mr. Owens. The next club you listed was the Health Club. Can you tell 
he committee the names of individuals whom you knew to be members of the 
Communist Party of Washington, D. C., assigned to the Health Club? 


Then she goes on and mentions Dr. Irving Winik and says: 


Dr. Samuel Pearlman was a member of this club. He is an optometrist in 
town, I believe. 

Mr. Ranp. Mr. Chairman, may we have whatever pictures have to 
be taken, taken right now, so that the witness is _ interrupted ¢ I 
have no objection to the photographs being taken, but i note that the 
photographer is getting ready to snap as the witness is testifying. 
May we have whatever photographs are to be taken, taken now, 
please ? 

Mr. Veuve. All right. Will the photographers take their pictures. 

Mr. Ranp. I am sorry. I didn’t know they were going to interrupt. 

Mr. Vetpr. If we do ask the photographers to desist after taking 
the pictures now, will you then, Mr. Pearlman, testify and answer 
the questions as put to you by counsel ? 

Mr. PEARLMAN. Sure. 

Mr. Vetpe. You will answer the questions and you will not rely 
on the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. PrartMaNn., I will give a straight answer. 

Mr. Crarvy. Then, Mr. Chairman, I suggest you Ee rmit the photog- 
raphers to take such pictures as they desire when the y desire. 

Mr. Watrer. I am against that, and if you want to put it to 
a vote, put it to a vote. 

Mr. Doyter. I am also opposed to that procedure. 

Mr. Wavrer. I thought we had a rule the photographers will take 
pictures at the outset and then desist during the t testimony. 

Mr. Veuve. Yes. We don’t have such a rule, but it has been sort 
of a policy of the committee to ask the photographers if they will take 
the pictures because it is somewhat disconcerting. 

Mr. Ranp. I will appreciate that, Mr. Chairman. 


Mr. Vewpe. I think the photographers have cooperated in this 
respect. 
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Mr. Rano. Thank you. 

Mr. Crarpy. The prohibition does not extend to taking pictures 
of us. 

Mr. Watrer. As far as I am concerned I don’t care if they never 
take them. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Pearlman, I just read you the testimony given 
by Mary Staleup Markward. I ask you now the question, have you 
ever been a member first of the Communist Political Association ? 

Mr. Peartman. I refuse to answer. I am in fear it might tend to 
incriminate me and I plead the fifth amendment in the Constitution, 
which states a person cannot 

Mr. Screrer. Will the witness talk louder. 

Mr. PeartmMan. A person cannot be a witness against himself or 
testify against himself. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. PrartMAN. I refuse to answer that question on the previous 
grounds. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you a member of the Health Club of the Com- 
munist Party of the District of Columbia ? 

Mr. Prartman. I have to refuse to answer that on the previous 
grounds, 

Mr. Kunzic. You don’t have to refuse. Do you refuse? 

Mr. Prartman. I do. 

Mr. Kunzia. When did you become a citizen, if you are a citizen ? 
Let me ask you first, Are you a citizen of the United States? 

(At this point Mr. Pearlman conferred with Mr. Rand.) 

Mr. Peartman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. When did you become a citizen ? 

Mr. Peartman. In 1918. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you a member of the Communist Party before 
you became a citizen ? 

Mr. Preartman. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds 
it might incriminate me under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you a member of any Communist group of 
any kind whatsoever before you became a citizen of the United States 
of America? 

Mr. Peartman. I refuse to answer for two reasons: Because, first 
of all, I don’t remember that far back; second, I fear it may tend 
to incriminate me. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Peartman. At present I am not. 

Mr. Kunzic. What did you say? 

Mr. Prartman. At present I am not. 

Mr. Kunzic. At present you are not? 

Mr. Prartman. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you a member of the Communist Party in 1953? 

Mr. Water. Why ask that question? Res ipsa loquitur. 

Mr. Peartman. I refuse to answer on the previous grounds. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. You refuse as to 1953. This is 1954—July. Were 
you a member of the Communist Party in June 1954? 

Mr. PearuMan. I refuse to answer on the previous grounds, sir. 
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Mr. Kunze. I will pick another date. Were you a member of the 
Communist Party on the Fourth of July of this year? That ought to 
be a good date. 

Mr. Preartman. I refuse to answer that question, sir. It might 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you a member of the Communist Party before 
you stepped into this room this morning? 

(At this point Mr. Pearlman conferred with Mr. Rand.) 

Mr. Ranp. May I confer? 

Mr. Vevpe. Certainly. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Do you mean, Bob, just prior to his taking the oath? 

Mr. Kunzic. Yes. Let us make it just prior to his taking the oath 
to testify before this committee. 

Mr. Pearman. What was the question again? 

Mr. Kunziec. Were you a member of the Communist Party just prior 
to taking the oath this morning to testify before this committee ? 

Mr. Peartman. No, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you a member of the Communist Party yester- 
day? 

Mr. Prartman. I have to refuse to answer on the previous grounds. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Did the change take place overnight? Between last 
night and this morning? 

Mr. Peartman. I refuse to answer that question. It might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Kunzic. But you are not a member today ? 

Mr. Peartman. No, sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Were you between the time you got up this morning 
and the time you came to this hearing room ? 

Mr. Peartman. I refuse to answer on the ground it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Watter. Are you going to join as soon as you leave here again ? 

Mr. Peartman. No, sir; I will not. 

Mr. Veuve. Maybe this hearing has some salutary effects. 

Mr. Dorie. May I ask a question? 

Mr. Vevpe. Yes, Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doy te. I noticed you answered our counsel by saying, when he 
asked you whether or not you were a member of the Communist Party, 
that you said you were not at present. I think your subsequent an- 
swers indicate there was a time when you were a member of the party. 

Now, assuming that you did withdraw from the party sometime 
before the present, according to the testimony, did you send in a resig- 
nation? Is that the way you get out of the Communist Party? I 
mean, did you send in a formal resignation or send the party some 
notice that you were no longer a member, or how do you get out of the 
party ¢ 

(At this point Mr. Perlman conferred with Mr. Rand.) 

Mr. Peartman. I refuse to answer on the ground it may tend to 
incriminate me, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. What country did you come from? 

Mr. PeartMan. Russia. 

Mr. Scuerer. You came here in—— 

Mr. Peartman. I came here in 1913. 

Mr. Scuerer. You were naturalized in 1918? 
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Mr. Peartman. 1918, while I was in the armed services in the First 
World War, I think in the State of Georgia, somewhere near Augusta. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you a member of the Communist Party when 
you were in the armed services in the First World War? 

Mr. Prartman. I have to refuse to answer that on the previous 
grounds. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Counsel, let me ask a question there. Were you 
sympathetic with the Bolshevist movement during the time you were 
in the Army of the United States? 

Mr. Peartman. I will have to refuse to answer that on the previous 
grounds. 

Mr. Vetpr. You certainly were not a White Russian, were you ? 

Mr. Dorie. May I ask a question I wanted to ask before? 

Mr. Vevpe. I withdraw that question. Proceed. 

Mr. Doytxr. The reason why I asked you the question I did about 
what steps you took to get out of the Communist Party, whether it was 
by a written notice, or what step—lI assume by that question, because 
you have sworn under oath you are not at present a member, and that 
you have no intention, in answer to Mr. Walter’s question, of rejoin- 
ing—I assumed you must have taken some definite step to withdraw 
from the Communist Party sometime within the last time, whether it 
was a day, or a week, or a month, ora year. I don’t know. I assume, 
therefore, that you being an American citizen and having withdrawn 
from the party, I mean, the Communist Party, that you withdrew from 
cause—from some cause. You had cause in your mind, of course, to 
withdraw, didn’t you? 

Mr. Peartman. Of course I did. 

Mr. Doyte. Of course you did. Now, for the purposes of this ques- 
tion, I assumed that one of the reasons you withdrew from the Com- 
munist Party was because you felt it was inconsistent to stay there any 
longer for some reason. 

Mr. PeartmMan. Under the present circumstances I feel that I can’t— 
I have to refuse to answer on these questions under the conditions of 
today. I refuse to answer that. 

Mr. Doyte. I will ask you this one question, and it is the only ques- 
tion I will ask you along this line. In other words, in my asking you 
this question I am not doing it just to lead you into something else in 
my questions. I am asking you this question. Will you help this 
committee to know, therefore, what you did as a former Communist 
to get out of your party? Did you send them a notice, or what did you 
do? What step did you take to withdraw? That is my question. 

Mr. PeartMan. I have to refuse. I refuse to answer that question 
under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Witness, have you returned to Russia at any time 
since you came here originally ? 

Mr. PeartMan. No, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. Have you been out of the United States? 

Mr. Pearman. No. 

Mr. Scuerer. Were you out of the States during your service in the 
First World War? 

Mr. Pearman. No, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. You just were at one of the camps, were you? 

Mr, Peartman. A few of the camps. 
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Mr. Kunzic. I would like to ask one further question. You say 
under present conditions you have to refuse to testify, I believe is 
what you said. Now, the present conditions that exist, Mr. Pearlman, 
are that communism is a very serious threat in the world today, and 
many Americans have gone abroad and died in fighting communism. 
They are very serious conditions and we ask you to please cooperate 
with this committee of Congress and tell us of the experience and 
knowledge which we know you have in the years you were a member 
of the Communist Party right here in the c att al of our Nation. 

I ask you once again, were you ever a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. PreartMan. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Cxiarpy. Did you ever make any contributions of any kind 
whatsoever to the Communist cause either in money or otherwise? 

Mr, Prartman. I refuse to answer under the fifth amendment, sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Is one of the reasons why you now say that you are 
no longer a member of the Communist Party, because you knew that 
you were going to be compelled to testify here today ? 

Mr. Peartman. I refuse to answer for fear it may incriminate me, 
sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Did I understand you correctly that you are in business 
here in town? 

Mr. Peartman. I have an office, sir. 

Mr. Cxarpy. Does the Communist Party make any use of your 
quarters or your place of business for meetings? 

(At this point Mr. Pearlman conferred with Mr. Rand. ) 

Mr. Ranp. Mr. Chairman, if the photographers are being asked to 
desist 

Mr. Ciarpy. The counsel has no right whatsoever to address this 
committee, and he knows the rules and should know them well 
enough not to do so. 

Mr. Scuerer. I believe that photographer just came in. 

Mr. Vevpr. Mr. Allen, I previously asked that the photographers 
desist. 

Mr. Rano. I am sorry if I have transgressed the rules, but I under- 
stand counsel does have a right at times to ask the Chairman 

Mr. Cuarpy. You understand incorrectly. You have no right to 
iddress the committee at any time. 

Mr. Vetpr. Let me advise the counsel, if you have not read the 
rules. 

Mr. Ranp. I have read your rules, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpr. You have the privilege, and your client and witness has 
the privilege, of consulting with you at any time relative to constitu- 
tional questions or legal questions. 

Mr. Ranp. Am I correct, Mr. Chairman, in believing that one of my 
duties to my client and indeed, one of my duties to this committee, is 
to assure that my client receives the protection of all the procedures 
with respect to fairness ? 

Mr. Crarpy. I ask for regular order. 

Mr. Vevoe. I do not know what you think your duties are. The 
rule is you have a right to consult with your client and to advise him of 
the constitutional and legal questions. 
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May we proceed ? 

Mr. Kunzie. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Crarpy. I have no further questions. 

Just amoment. I didn’t get the answer to that last question in the 
interruption that came along, when I asked if the Communist Party 
had ever made use of your qui irters or your place of business for meet- 
ings. Will you answer that 

(At this point Mr. Rcohase conferred with Mr. Rand.) 

Mr. PEARLMAN. I refuse to answer this on the previous grounds, si 
I fear that it may tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Cuarpy. That is all I have. 

Mr. Verpre. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerer. Obviously from your answers to the questions you 
were at one time a member of the Communist Party here in the Dis 
trict. Do you know of any activities on the part of the Communist 
Party during the time that you were a member that were adverse to the 
interests of the United States? 

(At this point Mr. Pearlman conferred with Mr. Rand.) 

Mr. PrartMan. I am sorry. I have to claim the fifth amendment 
of the Constitution. I am afraid it may incriminate me. 

Mr. Scuerer. If you did know of such activities here in the Capital 
that were adverse to the interests of the United States, would you 
tell us? 

Mr. Peartman. I would. 

Mr. Scuerrr. Then I understand that you know of no activities on 
the part of the Communist Party during the time of your membership 
which were adverse to the interests of this country ? 

Mr. Peartman. That’s right. 

Mr. Scuerer. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Cuarpy. May I ask another question ? 

Mr. Vevpe. Yes. 

Mr. Crarpy. Do you know the identity of any other members of the 
Communist Party in the District of Columbia ? 

Mr. Prartman. I refuse to answer that question, sir, for fear it 
may incriminate me. 

Mr. Vevpr. Mr. Walter. 

Mr. Water. I have no questions. 

Mr. Vevpge. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyie. How old were you when you became a naturalized 
citizen of the United States? 

Mr. Peartman. That was in 1918. I was born in 1892. 

Mr. Vetpr. Have you anything further? 

Mr. Doyix. No, sir. 

Mr. Vevpr. Have you anything further, Mr. Counsel? 

Mr. Kunzic. No, sir. 

Mr. Vetpe. The witness is dismissed. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Kunzie. Mr. Abbott. 

Mr. Vetpr. Will you please raise your right hand? In the testi- 
mony you are about to give before this committee do you solemnly 
swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God ? 

Mr. Asport. I do. 

Mr. Vevpr. Let the record show that Mr. Doyle is present and he 
is now included as a member of the subcommittee. 
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TESTIMONY OF SAMMIE ABDULLAH ABBOTT, ACCOMPANIED BY 
HIS COUNSEL, CHARLES E. FORD 


Mr. Kunzic. Will you please state your full name? 

Mr. Annorr. My full name is Sammie Abdullah Abbott. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Abbott, I note you are accompanied by counsel. 
Will counsel please state his name and office address for the record ¢ 

Mr. Foro. My name is Charles E. Ford, Columbian Building, 416 
Fifth Street NW, Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Abbott, would you please give the committee your 
present address? 

Mr. Anpotr. My present address is 8425 New Hampshire Avenue, 
Hyattsv ille, Md. 

Mr. Kunzic. How long have you lived at that address? 

Mr. Ansorr. Two years. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where did you live prior to that time? 

Mr. Azssotr. Holly Avenue, Takoma Park. The street address was 
changed twice. Which do you want? The previous one? 

Mr. Kunzic. Give me the present one. 

Mr. Axssort. It is now called 7412 Holly Avenue, Takoma Park 12, 
Md. 

Mr. Kunzic. How long did you live there? 

Mr. Asporr. Well, I guess approximately 10 years. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Where did you live prior to that time? 

Mr. Assorr. On Eighth Street, NW., Washington, D. C.—Eighth 
and Sheridan. I don’t know the exact number. 

Mr. Kunzic. Roughly how long did you live there? 

Mr. Anzorr. Oh, I imagine a year. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is your present occupation, sir ? 

Mr. Assorr. My present occupation is witness. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Prior to the present one at this moment. How do you 
earn your living? 

Mr. Assorr. Commercial artist. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you employed by yourself or someone else ? 

Mr. Ansorr. Employed by someone else. 

Mr. Kunzic. Who is your employer? 

Mr. Ansorr. Henry Kaufman Associates. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is the address of Henry Kaufman Associates? 

Mr. Assorr. 1419 H Street NW. 

Mr. CLtarpy. How do youspell Kaufman? WithaCoraK? 

Mr. Asporrt. K. 

Mr. Kunzic. When and where were you born? 

Mr. Asrorr. April 25, 1908, in Ithaca, N. Y. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you give the committee a brief résumé of your 
educational background ? 

Mr. Aszorr. Elementary and high school in Ithaca, N. Y. Cornell 
University—— 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you graduate from Cornell University ? 

Mr. Aspgorr. No, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. How long did you attend Cornell ? 

Mr. Azzort. I went for about 4 years. 

Mr. Kunzic. When did you leave Cornell University ? 

Mr. Asporr. I think it was 1931 or 1932. 
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Mr. Kunzic. Was that the conclusion of your formal education and 
schooling ? 

Mr. Asporr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. Would you give the committee now, please, a brief 
résumé of your employment background ? 

Mr. Asporr. I will work it backward. Henry Kaufman Associates, 
approximately 8 years. Prior to that 8 months with Robert Mc- 
Laughlin, I think his name was, advertising agency. Prior to that I 
was in the Army. Before I went in the Army I worked for Sears 
Roebuck & Co. a few months. I worked on the construction job when 
1 came to Washington a few months. Prior to that I was an artist 
a fine artist. I worked for myself. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where were you working from the time you got out 
of Ithaca and Cornell ? 

Mr. Ansorr. I went to work wherever I worked for myself as free- 
lance artist in hand watercolors. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where did you live? In what cities and what places? 

Mr. Apsorr. I don’t get what you mean. 

Mr. Kunzia. After you got out of Cornell University, where did 
you first work and where did you live—in what cities! 

Mr. Asporr. I lived in Ithaca, N. Y. I lived in Elmira, N. Y. 

Mr. Kunzie. You did live there. When did you live in Elmira, 
N. Y.? 

Mr. Axzzorr. I don’t know the exact year. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Roughly. 

Mr. Apporr. It must have been in the early thirties. 

Mr. Kunzia. About how long did you live in Elmira, N. Y.? 

Mr. Azssort. I couldn’t state here. I have no—— 

Mr. Kunzic. Was it 1 month or several years? 

Mr. Aspotrr. Several months, I imagine. Years I don’t know. I 
am not going to give you any exact dates because I am in no position 
now to state dates. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you live in New York in 1940? New York City? 

(At this point Mr. Abbott conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mr. Kuwnzia. I will change that question to did you live in New 
York State in 1940? 

Mr. Asport. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where did you live? 

Mr. Assorttr. Buffalo, N. Y. 

Mr. Kunzie. Now, Mr. Abbott, Mary Staleup Markward on June 
11, 1951, testified before this committee as follows on pages 51 and 58 
of the typed testimony : 

Mr. Owens. The next club listed is the Maryland Club. Can you identify for 
the committee the names of individuals whom you knew to be members of the 
Communist Party of the District of Columbia assigned to the Maryland Club? 

Mrs. MarKwarp. Of course you know that some of these names perhaps have 
been included in some of the other clubs, because the Maryland Club was only 
made up in 1948 of people who had prior to that time been members of other 


clubs in the city. 
Sam and Ruth Abbott were members of the Maryland Club. He is a com- 


mercial artist. 
Mr. Abbott, were you ever a member of the Communist Party? 
Mr. Assort. My answer is the fifth amendment, because I am not 
going to testify or be forced to testify against myself. 
50202—54—pt. 3 —8 
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Mr. Kunzic. You refuse to answer then ? 

Mr. Asgorr. Yes, sir. I do. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you ever a member of the Maryland Club of 
the Communist Party as testified to by Mrs. Markward ? 

Mr. Apsorr. Here again I will use the fifth amendment because I 
am not going to testify against myself. 

Mr. Kunzic. You refuse to answer. 

Mr. Assorr. I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Kunzic. The next question asked Mrs. Markward was as fol- 
lows: 


Mr. Owens. Next we come to the Petworth Club. Can you identify for the 
ommittee the names of individuals whom you knew to be members of the 
Communist Party of the District of Columbia assigned to the Petworth Club? 

P-e-t-w-o-r-t-h. 

The answer was among those named: 

Sam Abbott, the commercial artist, was transferred to the Maryland Club 
from this club. 

My question is, were you ever a member of the Petworth Club, 
Mr. Abbott, of the Communist Party of the District of Columbia ? 

Mr. Ansorr. The fifth amendment says that a man cannot be forced 
to testify against himself, and I refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Kunzic. The Daily Worker of May 3, 1935, on page 2, lists a 
Sam Abbott of Elmira, N. Y., as a section organizer of the Communist 
Party. Were you a section organizer of the Communist Party of 
Elmira, N. Y.? 

Mr. Asporr. The fifth amendment again. 

Mr. Kunzia. Just say “I refuse to answer.” 

Mr. Anporr. I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Kunzic. We will understand it is on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

The Daily Worker, March 11, 1938, page 5, lists Sam Abbott as an 
organizer in Erie County, N. Y. Were you ever an organizer of the 
Communist Party in Erie County, N. Y.? 

Mr. Apporr. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 

.e fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzie. The Daily Worker of May 21, 1938, lists Sam Abbott 
on page 1 as a delegate to the C ommunist Party New York State 
convention from Erie County. Were youa delegate to the Communist 
Party New York State convention from Erie County 

Mr. Assorr. On the basis of the fifth amendment I refuse to answer 
that question. 

Mr. Kunzic. The Daily Worker of September 14, 1940, page 5, lists 
Samuel A. Abbott as a candidate for Congress from the 40th Distr ict 
of New York in 1940. Were you a candidate for Congress at any 
time? 

Mr. Assorr. On the basis of the fifth ameridment, I refuse to 
answer the question. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman, you should direct the witness to 
answer the question. 

Mr. Vevpe. You are directed to answer that question. 

Mr. Axssotr. On what basis? 

Mr. Verne. On the ground there is nothing wrong or incriminating 
about running for Congress. 
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Mr. Azzorr. I don’t know about that. 
Mr. Veber. You are directed to answer the question. 
Mr. Assorr. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer on your direction 
on the basis of the fifth amendment. 
Mr. Kunzic. The article I was just quoting from the Daily Worker 
of New York says: : 
BUFFALO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, BUFFALO, N. Y., SEPTEMBER 27 


a= 


Samuel Abbott, Communist candidate for Congress from the 40th Congres- 
sional District, will broadcast Monday, 7:30 to 7:45 p. m., over local radio 
station WBNY. This will be the fifth broadcast in a series of broadcasts 
sponsored by the Buffalo Division of the New York State Election Campaign 
Committee of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Ciarpy. What was that date? 

Mr. Kunzic. September 28. The Daily Worker dated September 
28, 1940. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Did you intend to ask him whether he made that 
broadcast ¢ 

Mr. Kunzia. All right, sir. I will. Did you make the broadcasts as 
listed in the Daily Worker of September 28, 1940? 

Mr. Asporr. I decline to answer that question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. The July 1948 issue of the Bookshopper, page 12, 
reflects that— 

The Bookshopper came out with its new look all remodeled and beautiful 
under the joint parentage of Ray Pinkson, editor, and Sammie Abbott, artist. 

Mr. Chairman, the Washington Book Shop Association is cited as 
Communist and subversive by Attorney General Tom Clark in 1947 
and 1948, and by Attorney General Francis Biddle as early as 1942, 
and cited as a Communist front by the Special Committee on Un- 
American Activities in 1944. 

The Bookshopper was the official publication of the Washington 
Cooperative Book Shop, which is a cited organization, as I just have 
said. 

My question to you, Mr. Abbott, is do you know a Ray Pinkson? 

Mr. Assorrt. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Did you know Ray Pinkson as a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Assorr. I again refuse to answer that question on the basis 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you the artist for the Bookshopper? 

Mr. Asporr. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment to the Constitution. 

Mr. Scuerer. Are you one of the artists that drew those cartoons 
lampooning this committee for the Communist Party? 

Mr. Assorr. I refuse to answer that question, sir, on the basis of 
the fifth amendment. There are plenty of other cartoonists that lam- 
pooned the committee. I don’t want to get mixed up with them. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I am sure they don’t want to get mixed up with you 
either. 

A leaflet by the Washington Cooperative Book 

Mr. Scuerrer. Just a minute. 
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Mr. Kuwnzic. I am sorry. 

Mr. Screrer. Do I understand by your answer that you did not 
draw any such cartoons? 

Mr. Ansorr. My answer was, I refuse to answer that question on 
the basis of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. That was not your answer. 

Mr. Cuarpy. His answer was he did not want to get mixed up with 
non-Communist cartoonists. 

Mr. Asporr. Do you want it again? 

Mr. Kuwnzic. A leaflet by the Washington Cooperative Book Shop 
shows a speech by Samuel Abbott at a forum to be held Saturday, 
October 8, 1949, 8:30 to 12:30 p. m., at 1817 Irving Street NW. Did 
you give such talks, Mr. Abbott ? 

Mr. Assorr. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzie. It says: 

Besides there will be a door prize, eats, salami par excellence, beverages, 


assorted, music and dancing and all your old friends returning from vacations 
full of news and talk. 


Did you attend this meeting at 1817 Irving Street NW.—this Com- 
munist meeting with all of your old friends 

Mr. Asnorr. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Isn’t it a fact—and this is a very serious question, Mr. 
Abbott, and there is nothing humorous in the slightest—isn’t it a fact 
you are today a member of the Communist Party and one of the lead- 
ing members of the Communist Party in the city of Washington, 
D. C.? 

Mr. Apsorr. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment to the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you know Bill Johnson ? 

Mr. Apvzorr. My answer here again is a refusal on the basis of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you know Emma Robinson ? 

Mr. Axsorr. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Do you know Helen Shonick? 

Mr. Asporr. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kuwzie. Isn’t it a fact, Mr. Abbott, that you do know these 
three people and that you know them to be members of the Commu- 
nist Party, and that you know them to be currently on the city com- 
mittee of the Communist Party, Washington, D. C., right this minute ? 

Mr. Assorr. My answer is a refusal on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask you the same question I asked a previous wit- 
ness. Do you know of any activities on the part of the Communist 
Party here in Washington, D. C., that are adverse to the interests 
of the United States? 

Mr. Assorr. My answer, sir, is a refusal on the basis of the fifth 
amendment to the Constitution. 

Mr. Scuerer. If you knew of such activities would you tell such 
committee ? 

Mr. Ansorr. My answer again is a refusal on the basis of the fifth 
amendment to the Constitution. 


“~ > 
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Mr. Scurrer. Would you tell anybody? 

Mr. Aseorr. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment to the Constitution. 

Mr. Scuerer. Would you tell the Federal Bureau of Investigation ? 

Mr. Ansorr. The same answer, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you a member of the Communist Party when 
you were in the Army / 

Mr. Assorr. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzice. Where did you serve with the Army? With what 
outfits ? 

Mr. Ansorr. I served in the 9th Air Force in Europe. 

Mr. Kunzia. In Europe? 

Mr. Apporr. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. When you were serving with the 9th Air Force in 
Europe were you a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Axsporr. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. While you were in the Army did you have any con- 
tacts with any functionaries of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Axnport. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you know of any espionage activities on the part 
of —— 

Mr. Apporr. I refuse to answer the question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Wait a minute. You didn’t hear my question. 

Mr. Anport. I heard it. 

Mr. Verne. Let Mr. Scherer finish his question. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you know of any espionage activities on the part 
of any individual? 

Mr. Apsorr. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Would you tell us if you knew any? 

Mr. Anrporr. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. It is hard to believe you can sit there and answer 
questions like that, sir. 

(At this point Mr. Abbott conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mr. Scuerer. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I would like to ask one thing. What kind of a car 
do you have—an automobile? 

Mr. Asporr. It is a matter of public record. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you refuse to answer that question too? 

Mr. Vetpe. You can answer the question. 

(At this point Mr. Abbott conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mr. Azsorr. It is a 1950 Plymouth. 

Mr. Kunzie. Four-door, light-green sedan. Is that right? 

Mr. Aszorr. Yes. And I was offered $1,100 on a trade-in. 

Mr. Kunzic. I am really not interested. If you were just as willing 
to give us information that would help the Government as you are 
to be flip in your answers it would be a great aid to the Congress of 
the United States. 
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Is your license EF-49-19? 

Mr. Angorr. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I ask that he be directed to answer 
that question. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Counsel. 

(At this point Mr. Velde conferred with Mr. Kunzig.) 

Mr. Vetpr. You are directed to answer that question as to your 
icense on your automobile 

Mr. Azeorr. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you feel somehow that giving the license number 
of your car will incriminate you? 

(At this point Mr. Ab bott conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mr. Asporr. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you been using your car in Communist activities 

ere in Washington, D. C.? 

Mr. Areorr. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
ifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. You have given us the type of car—a Plymouth four- 
door light-green sedan, and so forth, but you refuse to give us the 
number. Could it be that you have an improper number on your 

é 

Mr. Asrorr. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kt wzic. Have you changed the plates of your car recently ? 

Mr. Assorr. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Have you changed the plates on your car not in 

cordance with the regular procedures prescribed by law? 

Mr. Annorr. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Verner. Mr. Counsel, I am led to believe from your questioning 

d from the witness’ answers that the Communist Party is still 
holding meetings in the District of Columbia. Am I too far from 

rong ¢ 

Mr. Kunzic. I don’t think so, sir. Not from my information. 

Mr. Veupe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. C1 irDY. Witness, a number of excerpts from the Daily Worker 
were called to your attention, including one listing you as a delegate 
to a Communist convention. Did you ever complain to the Daily 
Worker about the listing of your name as such ? 

Mr. Anrorr. My answer is, on the basis of the fifth amendment, a 
refusal. 

Mr. Crarpy. Did you make any complaint or seek to have any 
correction made in any of the many references made to you by the 
Daily Worker? , : 

M r. Anzorr. I refuse to answer that question, sir, on the basis of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Crarpy. Have you attended any Communist meetings in the 
District of Columbia within recent d: Lys? 

Mr. Assorr. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment. 
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Mr. Ciarpy. Did you know Mrs. Markward, who identified you? 

Mr. Aszorr. My answer again is a refusal on the basis of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Did you know any of the persons that she identified 
and whose names were mentioned in her testimony ? 

Mr. Asporr. I refuse on the basis of my constitutional rights under 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Cuarpy. That is all I have. 

Mr. Vetpr. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Scuerer. This automobile we have been talking about—is that 
registered in your own name now ¢ 

Mr. Anporr. My answer is a refusal on the basis of the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman, I would just like to point out that 
recently in Ohio, one Hashmall, who was one of the top functionaries 
in Ohio, was sentenced to the Ohio penitentiary because of irregu- 
larities or false registration of his automobile, used in connection 
with Communist Party activities. I think the staff of this committee 
should investigate further into this witness’ automobile registration 
in view of his answers, and not answering the question on the basis of 
the fifth amendment with reference to his license number. 

There is some other evidence that such illegal practice insofar as 
registration is concerned has been used in other areas of the country. 
That arose out of the trial of Hashmall. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I can’t forget the automobile involved in the Hiss case 
either. 

Mr. Veupr. I imagine the staff has to make some investigation and 
the staff is directed to make further investigation into this matter. 

Are there any further questions, Mr. Scherer ? 

Mr. Scuerer. No. questions. 

Mr. Vetpre. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doytx. No questions. 

Mr. Veupr. The witness is dismissed. Call your next witness, 
please. 

Mr. Kunzic. Natalie Lamken. 

Mr. Forer. Mr. Chairman, I ask the photographers not to take any 
pictures. 

Mr. Vener. In the testimony you are about to give before this com- 
mittee do you solemnly swear you will tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so he ‘Ip you God? 

Miss Lamxen. I do. 

Mr. Vevpr. Will you take a seat? 

Again, may I ask the photographers to take your pictures and then 
please not have any pictures taken. 


TESTIMONY OF NATALIE LAMKEN, ACCOMPANIED BY HER 
COUNSEL, JOSEPH FORER 


Mr. Kunzic. Will you give your full name, please? 

Miss LamxKen. Natalie Lamken. 

Mr. Kunzia. Is that Miss or Mrs. ? 

Miss LamxKeEN. Miss. 

Mr. Kunzic. Miss Lamken, I note you are accompanied by counsel, 
whom we recognize. Will you please state your name? 
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Mr. Forer. Joseph Forer, 711 14th Street NW., Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. What is your present address, Miss Lamken ? 

Miss LamKeEn. I live at 414 North George Mason Drive, Arlington. 

Mr. Kunzic. How long have you lived at that address ? 

Miss LamxKen. I believe since about 1945. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Where did you live prior to that time? 

Miss LamKen. In Washington, on Northampton Street NW. 

Mr. Kuwzic. How long did you live at Northampton Street NW.? 

Miss LamKen. I am not quite sure. I think—— 

Mr. Kuwzic. Roughly. 

Miss LaAmKEN. About a year. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. About a year? 

Miss LamKEN. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where did you live prior to that time? 

Miss LAMKEN. I think it was the 5500 block of Kansas Avenue NW. 

Mr. Kunzic. I am sorry it is so hard to hear. What number block? 

Miss LAMKEN. 5500. 

Mr. Kouwnzia. 5500 block of —— 

Miss Lamren. Kansas Avenue NW. Shall I move closer? 

Mr. Kunzic. If youcan. The acoustics are terrible in this room and 
the louder you talk the better it will be for all of us. 

Miss Lamxken. All right. 

Mr. Kunzia. When and where were you born? 

Miss LamKEN. June 22, 1915, Lynn, Mass. 

Mr. Kunzic. Will you give us a brief résumé of your educational 
background ? 

Miss LAMKEN. I graduated Radcliffe College in 1937 and did my 
graduate work at the University of Michigan, where I think it was 
1940—ves—that I got my degree there. 

Mr. Kunzic. How long were you at the University of Michigan? 

Miss LAMKEN. Two years. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. Is that in Ann Arbor? 

Miss LAMKEN. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Will you give the committee a brief résumé of your 
employment background after you finished the University of 
Michigan ? 

Miss LAMKEN. Yes. 

Mr. Crarvy. What was that year she was at the University of 
Michigan ? 

Miss LamKen. I went there in the fall of 1938 and left there in 
1940. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You did not attain a degree there then? 

Miss LamKen. Yes, I did. I got my master’s degree. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Oh, your master’s. 

Miss LaAMKEN. Yes. 

Mr. CLarpy. What school were you in? 

Miss Lamxrn. English literature. 

Mr. Crarpy. And you are thoroughly familiar with the campus, 
Angel Hall, and all the rest, I take it ? 

Miss Lamxen. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Will you give the committee a brief résumé of your 
employment background, please? The main points. 

Mr. Forer. Since 1940. 

Mr. Kunzie. Since you got out of Michigan. Yes. 
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Miss Lamxen. I worked for a year and a half, I believe, at the 
Department of Public Welfare in Baltimore, where I think I was 
classified as a junior investigator. 

Mr. Kunzic. Was that a State employment or a Federal employ- 
ment ¢ 

Miss Lamken. It was city, I believe. 

Mr. Kunzic. City employment! 

Miss LaMKeEN. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzie. Would you go on then? 

Miss Lamxken. All right. Then after that I worked—yes—at the 
General Electric Co. in Lynn. I was there—I was called, I think, an 
inspector. 

Mr. Kunzic. About when did you leave that employment in Lynn? 

Miss LamKen. I think that was the fall of—the fall or winter of 
1943, after which I came down to Washington. From that time until 
July 1951 I worked at the Bureau of National Affairs. 

Do you want me to tell you about the work there ? 

Mr. Kunzic. What was your work at the Bureau of National 
Affairs? 

Miss LamxKen, I was classified there as an editor, although actually 
the work I did was copy marking and proofreading. 

Mr. Kunzic. You continued on there until when ? 

Miss LamKEN. July 1951. Then I began to give lessons in English 
to foreigners, and I have been doing that since. That is part-time 
work. I have also been working part-time doing a clerical job on a 
little Jewish paper. 

Mr. Kunzic. Now, Miss Lamken, as we mentioned here earlier this 
morning there is testimony before this committee by Mary Stalcup 
Markward, who was an undercover agent for the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. She testified in answer—first there was a question: 

Mr. Owens. Next we come to the Rob Hall Club, also known as the Newspaper 
Club. Mrs. Markward, we have been led to believe that this club changed its 
name many, many times. Do you have any knowledge regarding this? 

Mrs. MarKwarp. Yes, I have. There were various names by which it was 
known. Lincoln Steffens and John Reed were the most characteristic of the other 
names by which it was known during this period. 

Mr. Owens. Has the membership of this club been fairly consistent, however? 

Mrs. MarKwarp. Yes. At one time, when we were tightening up the security, 
it more or less separated into two groups. In other clubs, they operated under 
one leadership, but in this club they divided into two, one Rob Hall and the other 
Lincoln Steffens. That was club separation. The city organization never recog- 
nized that separation as such. 

Mr. Owens. Can you identify for the committee the individuals whom you 
knew to be members of the Communist Party of the District of Columbia assigned 
to this club? 

Then, on page 61, among those named was “Natalie Lamken, who 
was employed by the” it says here “U. S. News & World Report.” 

Investigation has shown that the United States News Publishing 
Co. owned the Bureau of National Affairs until December 31, 1946, 
when it was sold to the employees. I believe you continued on with 
this Bureau of National Affairs after that period when it was sold to 
the employees. 

Miss Lamxen. That is true. 

Mr. Kunzie. You never worked for the magazine itself. Is that 
correct ¢ 
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Miss LamKen. No, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Owens goes on and says: 

Mr. Owens. The next club listed is the Virginia Club. Can you identify for 
the committee the individuals whom you knew to be members of the Communist 
Party of the District of Columbia assigned to the Virginia Club? 

Among those named was “Natalie Lamken attended the meetings of 
this club as well as the Rob Hall Club.” 

Let me ask you, have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Miss Lamxen. Sir, I refuse to answer that question on the basis 
that I am privileged under the Constitution—the fifth amendment— 
not to appear as a witness against myself. 

Mr. Vevpr. May I ask this: Did you know Mary Staleup Mark- 
ward ? 

Miss LamxKen. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Kunzie. Were you a member of the Rob Hall Club of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Miss LamKen. I refuse to answer that question for the reason given 
previously. 

Mr. Kunzie. Were you a member of the Virginia Club of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Miss LamKeEn. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Kunzie. On August 20, 1952, in Washington, D. C., the ques- 
tioning went on: 

Mr. OWENs. Continuing now with the Newspaper Club, there were a couple of 
individuals you identified as having been employed at the United States News 
and World Report. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN. I think that is very important, and I should like to question 
Mrs. Markward about those individuals. 

I believe Natalie Lamken was one of them, was she not? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. That is right. 

Mr. Owens. You identified her as being a member of the Communist Party of 
the District of Columbia and assigned to the Newspaper Club? 

Mrs. MARKWaArRD. That is right. 

Mr. Owens. Did you know whether or not she was likewise a member of the 
Newspaper Guild? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. That is correct. 

And so forth and so on. 

Were you a member at any time of the Newspaper Club of the 
Communist Party of the District of Columbia ? 

Miss LamKeEn. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you ever assigned to the CIO Club of the Com- 
munist Party in W ashington, D. C.? 

Miss LaMKeEN. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. The CIO Club’s name later was changed to the Indus- 
trial Club. Were you ever a member of the group when it was known 
as the Industrial Club of the Communist Party ? 

Miss LamxKen. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you a member of the Communist Party when 
you were employed by the city of Baltimore? 

Miss LamKen. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you ever at any time membership director for 

the District of Columbia Communist Party ? 
ad = Lamken. I refuse to answer that question for the reason given 
eTrore, 
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Mr. Kunzic. Were you in the armed services of the United States 
at any time? 

Miss Lamxen. No, sir. 

Mr. Kunzia. Are you a member of the Communist Party today 

Miss LamKen. I refuse to answer that question for the reason given 
befor e. 

Mr. Kunzie. Do you know Bill Johnson? 

(At this point Miss Lamken referred with Mr. Forer.) 

Miss LAMKEN. I refuse to answer that question for the reason given 
before. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you know Emma Robinson? 

Miss LAMKEN. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Kunzia. Do you know Helen Shonick ? 

Miss LamKen. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Isn’t it a fact that you do know these people and that 
you know them to be members currently of the city committee of the 
Communist Party of the District of Columbia right at this moment? 

Miss LamKen. Sir, I refuse to answer that question for the reasons 
given heretofore. 

Mr. Veupe. Are you doing any writing today? 

Miss LamKeEN. No, sir. 

Mr. Vetpr. News reporting of any kind? 

Miss LamKEN. No. 

Mr. Kunzic. How many cells are there in the Communist Party in 
the District of Columbia today ? 

Miss LAMKEN. I refuse to answer that question for the reason given 
before. 

Mr. Ciarpvy. Do you know how many there are? 

Miss LamMKEN. Sir, I refuse to answer that question for the reason 
given before. 

Mr. Vetoe. I take it you will refuse to answer any questions dealing 
with any type of Communist activities here in the District of Colum- 
bia. Is that right? 

(At this point Miss Lamken conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Miss LAMKEN. I am not quite sure, sir, what questions you would 
ask. 

Mr. Vevpe. Let me ask you this. Do you know of any Communist 
activities in the District of Columbia ? 

Miss LAMKEN. I refuse to answer that question for the reason given 
before. 

Mr. Vetpe. Do you have anything further, Mr. Counsel? 

Mr. Konzie. I have nothing further of this witness, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Were you a member of the Communist Party or of any 
of its subsidiaries while you were at the University of Michigan? 

Miss LamKEN. I refuse to answer that question for the reasons I 
have given before. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Did you ever hear of the Ralph Neafus Club? 

Miss LAMKEN. I refuse to answer that question for the reason given 
before. 

Mr. CuiArpy. Did you ever hear of the Town Club at Ann Arbor? 

Miss Lamxen. I refuse to answer that question for the reason given 
before. 

Mr. Cuarpy. That is all I have. 
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Mr. Veipe. Mr. Walter. 

Mr. Watrer. I have no questions. 

Mr. Vexpe. Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Doyix. No questions. 

Mr. Veupr. The witness is excused. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Kouwnzic. Millie Markison. 

Mr. Veips. Will you raise your right hand to be sworn? In the 
estimony you are about to give before this subcommittee do you 
solen anty swear you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mrs. Marxison. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF MILLIE MARKISON, ACCOMPANIED BY HER 
COUNSEL, CHARLES E. FORD 


Mr. Kunzie. Would you give your full name, please? 

Mrs. Marxison. Mrs. Millie Markison. 

Mr. Kunzia. Mrs. Markison I see you are accompanied by counsel. 
Will counsel once again state his name and office for the record ? 

Mr. Forp. Charles E. Ford, Columbian Building, 416 Fifth Street 
NW., Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is your present address, Mrs. Markison ? 

Mrs. Marxison. 200 East Indian Spring Drive in Silver Spring, 
Md. 

Mr. Kunzie. How long have you lived there? 

Mrs. Marxison. About 5 months. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where did you live prior to that time ? 

Mrs. Marxison. 1802 Brisbane Street, Silver Spring. 

Mr. Kunzie. How long did you live there? 

Mrs. Marxison. Five years. 

Mr. Kunzic. Five years. Are you married? 

Mrs. Marxison. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Kunzie. What is your husband’s name? 

Mrs. Marxison. Charles. 

Mr. Kunzic. Charles Markison ? 

Mrs. Marxison. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you employed? 

Mrs. Marxison. No, I am a housewife. 

Mr. Konzic. W ould you give the committee a brief résumé of your 

«ducational background ? 

Mrs. Marxison. Elementary school, high school, and college. 

Mr. Kunzic. Where did you go to college. 

Mrs. Marxison. In W ashington, D. C., in Wilson Teachers College. 

Mr. Kunzic. You graduated in what year? 

Mrs. Marxison. 1940. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Did you ever take the teachers’ examination in the 
District of Columbia ! 

Mrs. Marxison. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Did you pass it? 

Mrs. Marxison. Yes. 

Mr. Kuwzic. Were you placed on the list? 

(At this point Mrs. Markison conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

(Representative Gordon H. Scherer left the hearing room at this 
point. ) 
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Mrs. Marxison. No, I did not teach school. 

Mr. Kunzic. That was not the question. The question was, Were 
you placed on the list? I know you did not teach school here. 

(At this point Mrs. Markison conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mrs. Marktson. Since I passed I assume I was placed on the list. 
I have no personal knowledge of whether I was or not. 

Mr. Kunzie. You never asked then for employment in the sense « 
an assignment as a teacher? 

Mrs. Marxison. No, I did not. 

Mr. Kunzie. Now, when and where were you born / 

Mrs. Marxison. In Philadelphia, Pa., August 4, 1918. 

Mr. Criarpy. Philadelphia, you say ? 

Mrs. Marxison. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzie. Did you have any employment at all after your gradu- 
ation from school, or were you a housewife during all the period of 
time to the present ? 

(At this point Mrs. Markison conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mrs. Marxison. Yes, I have had employment. 

Mr. Kounzic. What was the employment? 

Mrs. Margison. I refuse to answer that under the protection af- 
forded me by the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzie. Now, are you telling us that your employment in the 
District of Columbia was something which would incriminate you, 
Mrs. Markison ? 

(At this point Mrs. Markison conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mrs. Marxison. I refuse to answer that on the previous grounds. 

Mr. Veuve. You are directed to answer the question. I can see 
no way that giving us the benefit of the knowledge that you have 
relative to your employment could possibly incriminate you, and you 
are directed to answer the question. 

Mrs. Marxison. I refuse to answer that on the grounds of the pro- 
tection afforded me by the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Vetpe. Is there something criminal about your employment 
at the present time? 

(At this point Mrs. Markison conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mrs. Marxison. I also refuse to answer that on the previous grounds 
stated. 

Mr. Vetpr. Do you mean to tell me—as I understand it the fifth 
amendment guarantees you the privilege against self-incrimination in 
criminal cases—do you mean to tell me that you are unwilling to 
answer the question relative to your employment because it is of a 
criminal nature ? 

(At this point Mrs. Markison conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mrs. Marxison. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds that 
it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. May I inquire of counsel, Mr. Chairman, do you have 
any knowledge as to her present employment ? 

Mr. Kuwzic. I believe she said she was not presently employed. 
There is no question on present employment. ‘The question is, Mr. 
Clardy, what employment she has had in the period since she got out 
of school and to the present time, and it is that she refused to answer, 
as I recall. 

Mr. Crarpvy. Do you have any knowledge as to whether she has ever 
been on the Government payroll in any capacity ? 
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Mr. Kunzic. I have no testimony or knowledge to that effect; no, 
Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I would like to inquire about that, if I may. 

Mr. Vewpe. Proceed. 

Mr. Criarpy. Witness, have you ever been employed by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States? 

(At this point Mrs. Markison conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mrs. Marxison. I refuse to answer that under the grounds of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Chairman, I ask she be directed. She can’t possi- 
bly be incriminated by answering that question. 

Mr. Vetpe. Yes. You are directed to answer that question. 

(At this point Mrs. en conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mrs. Marxrson. I refuse to answer that under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. CLarpy. Are you re desion to answer on the grounds that you 
were in the employ of the Government and that that would in itself 

‘riminate you ? 

“(At this point Mrs. Markison conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mrs. Markison. I refuse on the previous grounds. 

Mr. Crarpy. Have you ever worked for any public agency of any 
kind ? 

(At this point Mrs. Markison conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mrs. Marxison. I refuse to answer that under the protection 
afforded me by the fifth amendment. 

Mr. CLarpy. You were supposed to have taken a teachers’ examina- 
tion. Have you ever served anywhere in any capacity as a teacher? 

(At this point Mrs. Markison conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mrs. Markison. I refuse to answer that on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Crarpy. I ask she be directed to answer that question. 

Mr. Verne. Yes. You are directed to answer that. 

Mrs. Marxtson. I refuse to answer the question on the same grounds 
as | previously stated. 

Mr. Ciarpy. That is all. 

Mr. Kwuwzie. In order that the record may be clear, absolutely 
clear, I a like to ask again this question. Have you ever been 
employed by the Federal Government? That is all I am asking. 
Just have you ever been employed by the Federal Government ? 

A this point Mrs. Markison conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mrs. Marxtson. I refuse to answer that under the protection 
afforded me by the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzie. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the witness be directed to 
answer that exact question. 

Mr. Vevpr. Yes. You are directed to answer the question. 

(At this point Mrs. Markison conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mrs. Marxtson. I refuse to answer that under the grounds of the 

fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mrs. Markison, the testimony of Mrs. Mary Stalcup 
Markward before this committee is as follows: 

Mr. OwENs. The next club listed is the Northeast Club. Can you identify for 
the committee the individuals whom you knew to be Communist Party members 
of Washington, D. C., assigned to this club? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. I was chairman of the Northeast Club when it was reorgan- 
ized in 1945, for awhile, until my citywide duties became such that I could not 
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continue this activity. Eugene Robbins took over the chairmanship when I left. 
Various other members have held this post since that time. 

Emma Robinson, a practical nurse, was a member. 

Benny Secundy, an electrician with the Nathan Brisker Electric Co., was a 
member. 

Millie Markison was a member. 

I now ask you, have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mrs. Marxtson. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds 
afforded me by the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you ever a member of the Northeast Club of 
the Communist Party of the District of Columbia ? 

Mrs. Markison. I refuse to answer that on the same grounds I have 
already stated. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Marxison. I refuse to answer that under the protection af- 
forded me by the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzia. I have here a photostatic copy of the oath of office and 
affidavit and declaration of appointee, as it says at the top, District 
Government, Public Schools. It says “Benning School Division 6 

(Prob.).” Later it says: “Appointed and went on leave 9/1/44.” 
Signed. Millie K. Markison, 12th d: iy of September, 1944. 

The affidavit says: 

I, Millie K. Markison, do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the 
Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; 
that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take this obliga- 
tion freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I 
will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to 
enter. So help me God. 

I do further swear (or affirm) that I do not advocate, nor am I a member of 
any political party or organization that advocates the overthrow of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States by force or violence; and that during such time 
as I am an employee of the District of Columbia, I will not advocate nor become 
a member of any political party or organization that advocates the overthrow 
of the Government of the United States by force or violence. 

Let me ask you, have you ever been a member of any political 
party or organization that advocates the overthrow of the Govern- 
ment of the United States by force or violence? 

Mrs. Markison. I refuse to answer that under the protection af- 
forded me by the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. [hand you this photostatic copy of a document marked 
“Markison Exhibit No. 1” for identification and ask you if it is your 
signature at the bottom of that document. 

(Oath of Office, Affidavit a Declaration of Appointee was 
marked “Markison Exhibit No. 1” for identification. ) 

Mrs. Marxison. I refuse to answer that under the protection af- 
forded me by the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Cruarpy. I ask she be directed to answer as to her signature on 
the bottom of the document. 

Mr. Vetpr. Yes. You are directed to answer. 

(At this point Mrs. Markison conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mrs. Marxison. I refuse to answer that under the grounds afforded 
me by the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Mrs. Markison, were you a member of the Communist 
Party when you signed this document for the District Government 
public se hools on the 1 12th day of September 1944? 
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Mrs. Marktson. I refuse to answer that on the basis of the protection 
afforded me by the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. It is a notarized document under oath, Mrs. Markison, 
and you swore here under oath to the Government here in Washington, 
D. C., that you were not a member of any group seeking to overthrow 
the Government of the United States by “force or violence. Today, 
when asked the same question, you refuse to answer. 

Did you teil the truth when you signed this document ? 

(At this point Mrs. M: irkison conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mrs. Marxison. I refuse to answer under the protection afforded me 
by the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzia. Isn’t it a fact, Mrs. Markison, at the very moment 
you signed this document for the public schools in this city—at that 
very moment when you swore you were not a member of any group 
seeking to overthrow the Government of the United States by force 
or violence, you were a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Marxison. I refuse to answer that on the basis already stated. 

Mr. Kunzia. I have an interesting letter here dated October 23, 
1951, which is Markison Exhibit No. 2 for identification, addressed to 
Dr. Carl Hansen, Superintendent, Elementary Schools, Franklin 
Administration Building, 13th and K Streets NW., Washington, 
D. C., from 1802 Brisbane Street, Silver Spring, Md. 

(Letter from Mrs. Markison to Dr. Hansen was so marked “Mark- 
ison Exhibit No. 2” for identification. ) 

Mr. Kuwzic. I believe you said you lived at 1802 Brisbane Street, 
Silver Spring, Md.? 

Mrs. Marxison. Yes. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. Before I go further, I will hand you the document 
marked “Markison Exhibit No. 2” and ask you if that is your signa- 
ture on that photostatic copy. 

(At this point Mrs. Markison conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mrs. Marxison. I refuse to answer that under the protection af- 
forded me by the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kuwzic. I ask that she be directed to answer that question, 
Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veuve. Yes. You are directed to answer the question. 

(At this point Mrs. Markison conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mrs. Marxison. I refuse to answer that under the grounds of the 
protection afforded me by the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. I am reading from this document marked “Markison 
Exhibit No. 2” for identification, Mrs. Markison, addressed to Dr. 
Carl Hansen : 

Dear Sir: I wish to submit my resignation as teacher of the kindergarten— 
primary grades in the District —a 

I had been granted maternity leave in September 1944 and had fully intended 


to teach within 3 years. 

I have three young children and I find it too difficult to work at present. How- 
ever, it is my intention to again take the examination when my children are 
older. I hope I will be considered at that time for a teaching position. 

My question is, Do you intend to teach in the District of Colum- 
bia se hools, Mrs. Markison ? 

(At this point Mrs. Markison conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mr s. Marxison. I refuse to answer that on two grounds—the privi- 

lege under the fifth amendment and the privilege T have as a wife. 
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Mr. Crarpy. I didn’t catch that last. 

Mrs. Marxison. The privilege I have as a wife. 

Mr. Kunzie. I didn’t know it was a privilege recognized by this 
committee. Is it a constitutional privilege, Mrs. Markison ¢ 

(At this point Mrs. Markison conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mrs. Marxison. Yes. It isa privilege given to me by the law. 

Mr. Kunzic. Let me ask another question: Are you a member of 
the Communist Party now 4 

Mrs. Marxison. I refuse to answer that under the privileges af- 
forded me by the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. I recommend, Mr. Chairman, that a certified copy of 
the record of this hearing be turned over to the school system of the 
District of Columbia immediately upon its being transcribed. 

Mr. Vetpe. That will be done, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Cuarpy. May I remark for the first time in a long time we have 
had a new ground advanced for refusal to answer. 

Mr. Doyir. May I say this, Mr. Chairman? I heard the witness 
state she refused to answer on the grounds she was a wife. I want to 
ask for my own information is there any question involved here of 
the relationship of husband to wife in this case ? 

Mr. Kunzic. We didn’t go into anything about husband and wife, 
Mr. Doyle. 

Mr. Dorie. I didn’t hear you. 

Mr. Kunzic. No. Not the slightest. The question was whether 
she intends to teach school in the future, I believe. 

Mr. Crarpy. I wonder if that same privilege extends to a father. 

Mr. Forp. Yes; it does, 

Mr. Vewpr. Let us get on. 

Mr. Doyie. That is my only question. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. I offer in evidence Markison Exhibits Nos. 1 and 2, 
which have already been mentioned here this morning. 

Mr. Vetpr. Without objection, both Markison Exhibits Nos. 1 and 2 
will be received in evidence. 

(Oath of office, affidavit, and declaration of appointee, previously 
marked “Markison Exhibit No. 1” for identification, was received in 
evidence; letter from Mrs. Markison to Dr. Hansen, previously marked 
“Markison Exhibit No. 2” for identification, was received in evi- 
dence.) ? 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Did you ever live in Norfolk, Va. ? 

(At this point Mrs. Markison conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mrs. Marktson. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. When did you live in Norfolk, Va. 4 

Mrs. Marxkison. I don’t recall those dates. 

Mr. Kunzia. Would it have been around 1948 4 

(At this point Mrs. Markison conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mrs. Marxkison. It could have been, but I don’t recall exactly. 

Mr. Kunzia. Did you know Alice Burke, at one time State secre- 
tary of the Communist Party of the State of Virginia ‘ 

Mrs. Markison. I refuse to answer that under the rights accorded 
me under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. What position did you hold in the Communist Partv 
when you were in Norfolk ? 


1 Retained in committee files. 
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Mrs. Marktson. I refuse to answer that under the privileges ac- 
corded me by the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. What was your address in Norfolk? 

(At this point Mrs. Markison conferred with Mr. Ford.) 

Mrs. Markison. I refuse to answer that under the rights accorded 
me by the fifth amendment. 

Mr Kvunzia. Didn’t you live at 209 Buckingham Circle? 

Mrs. Marxison. I refuse to answer that on the grounds already 
cited. 

Mr. Kouwnzic. Isn’t it a fact that Communist Party meetings were 
held in your home in Norfolk, Va., at 209 Buckingham Circle, when 
you lived there? 

Mrs. Marxtson. I refuse to answer that on the grounds already 
cited under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Do you know Ray Pinkson ? 

Mrs. Marktson. I refuse to answer that on the grounds of the aft), 
amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. Isn’t it a fact that he was a member of the Communist 
Party and you knew him. to be such, and he was in attendance at these 
meetings in Norfolk? 

Mrs. Marxison. I refuse to answer that under the rights accorded 
mec by the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kunzic. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Crarpy. No questions. 

Mc Waurrer. No questions. 

Mr. Vive. The witness is dismissed. Call your next witress 

Mr. Kiusnzic. Irving Wolfe Winik. 

Mr. Vunpe. Will you raise your right hand? In the testimony you 
are about to give before this subcommittee do you solemnly swear you 
will tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 


Dr Wrintk. Yes, sir. 


TESTIMONY OF IRVING WOLFE WINIK, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, HARRY I. RAND 


Mr. Rann. Mr. Chairman, may we have the—— 

Mr. Vevpe. Just a minute, Mr. Counsel. 

Let the record show that I have appointed a subcommittee consist- 
ing of Mr. Clardy, Mr. Walter, and myself as chairman, and that pres- 
ent at this hearing are Mr. Walter and myself, a quorum of the sub- 
committee. 

(Representatives Kit Clardy and Clyde Doyle left the hearing room 
at this point. ) 

Mr. Ranp. Mr. Chairman, may we have the photographers take 
their pictures now / 

Mr. Vetpe. Yes. The Chair asks that the photogr: aphers take their 
pictures and desist while the witness is giving his testimony. 

Mr. Kunzic. State you full name, please, Dr. Winik? 

Dr. Wintk. Yes. Irving W. 

Mr. Kunzic. Wolfe—W-o-1-f-e W-i-n-i-k ? 

Dr Wintk. That’s right. 

Mr. Kunzic. And you are a doctor of medicine. Is that correct ? 

Dr. Wintk. That is correct. 
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Mr. Kunzia. I can see you are accompanied by counsel. Will coun- 
sel please state his name and office address for the record ? 

Mr. Rann. Harry I. Rand, Wyatt Building, Washington 5, D. C. 

Mr. Kunzic. What is your present address, Dr. Winik 4 

Dr. Wintk. 5415 Connecticut Avenue NW. 

Mr. Kunzic. Washington, D. C.? 

Dr. Wintk. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kunzic. How long have you lived there, Doctor ? 

Dr. Wintk. Since September 1951. 

Mr. Kunzia. Is there a name to that building, or is it just a number? 

Dr. Wintk. It is known as the Kenmore Apartments. 

Mr. Kunzie. Do you practice there also? 

Dr. Wintk. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. I am sorry. How long did you say you have been 
there ? 

Dr. Wrntk. Since September 1951. 

Mr. Kunzie. Where did you live before 1951? 

Dr. Wintk. I lived at 1111 Buchanan Street NW. 

Mr. Kunzic. 1111 Buchanan Street NW. 

Dr. Wintk. Yes. 

Mr. Kunzic. How long have you lived on Buchanan Street ? 

Dr. Wintk. I lived there from about 1946, I believe, until some 5 
months before I moved te my present address. 

Mr. Kunzie. When and where were you born, sir? 

Dr. Wintk. I was born in Washington, D. C., October 20, 1912. 

Mr. Kunzie. Would you give us a brief résumé of your educational 
background ¢ 

Dr. Wintk. Yes. I attended local schools. 

Mr. Kunzia. What school? 

Dr. Wink. I graduated from Central High School in 1929. I went 
to George Washington University for my undergraduate training, and 
then attended George Washington Medical School, graduating there 
in 1937. I then spent 2 years at what was then known as the Gallinger 
Municipal Hospital in i938 and 1939. I then spent an additional year 
as a fellow in medicine teachiag medical students at the George Wash- 
ington University School of Medicine here in the city. I then went 
into private practice. 

I have had two other occasions when I have taken postgraduate 
training. I have taken one out at the University of Michigan, I believe 
in 1948, and I spent 5 months in 1951 in California and did some 
postgraduate work. 

Mr. Kunzia. And since then you have been practicing here? 

Dr. Winik. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kunzie. You have covered then your educational and your 
employment background in the same question. 

Dr. Wrxix. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kunzia. So I will go on to read to you testimony given by Mrs. 
Mary Stalcup Markward before this committee. 

Mr. OWENS. Mrs. Markward, the committee has asked you to search your mem- 
ory with a view to recalling individuals who were members of the Communist 
Political Association, and I understand you have a list of approximately 76 names 
of people who are members of the Communist Political Association during its 
existence. I also understand that some of the people on this list have been 


transferred from the city of Washington, and some have dropped their member- 
ship completely. 
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I nd you herewith a list compiled in executive session with you, and ask 

J if this is the list of persons you have identified as having been members 

of the Communist Political Association in Washington, D. C. between June 1944 
i October 1945? 


Mr MARKWARD. Yes 


Among those listed was Dr. Irving Winik on page 24 of the typed 
testimony. 

Dr. Winik, did you ever know Mrs. Mary Staleup Markward ? 

Dr. Wrnik. I must decline to answer that question on my constitu- 
tional privilege under the fifth amendment that I do not have to bear 
testimony against myself. 

Mr. Kunzic. You do not have to. You said you must. Do you 
decline ? 

Dr. Wintk. Yes, I do decline. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. On the grounds you might incriminate yourself under 
the fifth amendment ? 

Dr. Wrnik. Yes. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Were you ever a member of the Communist Party, 
Dr. Winik? 

Dr. Win1k. I must decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kunzic. I must ask you for the sake of the record not to say 
“T must decline.” If you decline, say “I decline.” 

Dr. Wrntk. Yes. I decline. 

Mr. Kunzic. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Dr. Winrk. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you ever a member of the Communist Political 
Association. as testified to by Mary Staleup Markward? 

Dr. Wintx. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds 
as prev ously mentioned. 

Mr. Kunzic. To go on with her testimony: 


Mr. Owens. The next club you listed was the Health Club. Can you tell the 
committee the names of individuals whom you knew to be members of the 
Cominunist Party of Washington, D. C., assigned to the Health Club? 

Mrs. MArRKwaArpD. Dr. Irving Winik and his wife, Helen Winik 

Were you ever a member, Dr. Winik, of the Health Club of the 
Communist Party / 

Dr. Wintk. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kunzic. Mr. Owens asks: 

Mr. Owens. You mentioned Dr. Irving Winik. Is he an M. D. in Washington? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. Yes 

I mention that for the record for the purposes, Mr. Chairman, of 
identification. 

Mr. Warrer. Do you know Mrs. Markward, Doctor ? 

Mr. Kunzic. He refused to answer that. 

Mr. Water. Doctor, do you know Mrs. Markward ? 

Dr. Winik. I have already declined to answer that question under 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Waurrer. Do you know any reason why she would bear false 
witness against you? ' 


Dr. Wrnik. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kuwzic. Is it a fact, Doctor, you were not only a member of the 
Health Club, but you later became chairman of the Health Club after 
its reconstruction in 1945? 
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Dr. WriniK. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kunzic. Of course, when I say “Health Club” I mean the 
Health Club of the Communist Party. I will go on with the testimony 
from pages 84 and 85 of the typed version. 

Mr. Owens. As an official of the Communist Party in the District of Columbia, 
1 imagine you were required to attend functions of district 4 of the Communist 
Party held in Baltimore. Is that correct? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. Yes, very often 

Mr. Owens. How often would you say you were required to go to Baltimore 
on party business? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. I assume we are talking in general about the time after the 
Communist Party was reformed? 

Mr. OweENs. That is correct. 

Mrs. MArKWArD. The district committee met ordinarily at least once a month, 
and the district board met twice a month. The district committee meeting ordi- 
narily would be all day Sunday or Saturday afternoon; and the district board 
meetings were ordinarily on alternate Friday nights. I was also a member of 
the Youth Commission. There were often special meetings which required me 
to go to Baltimore. 

Mr. Owens. Did you, in the course of this commuting between Washington 
and Baltimore, come to know certain Communist Party members in Baltimore? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. That is right. 

Mr. OwENs. How did you come to the knowledge they were members of the 
Communist Party? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. Meetings of the district board of the Communist Party were 
restricted to known Communist Party members. I might state, however, that I 
did not always know the identity of everyone who attended these meetings. 

Mr. Owens. Would you tell the committee the names of individuals whom 
you met in Baltimore, Md., and whom you later came to know as members of 
the Communist Party? 

Mrs. MArKWarpb. Helen Winik and her husband, Irving, were active members. 

Did vou ever attend meetines of the Communist Party in Balti- 

ore, Dr. Winik? 

Dr. Wintk. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds, 

Mr. Waurer. What is your wife’s name / 

Dr. Wrntk. Helen. 

Mr. Kounzie. When you worked for the Gallinger Hospital and 
Municipal Hospital, were you a member of the Communist Party ? 

Dr. Wrntk. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kunzig. Were you asked when you were first emp loyed to fill 
out any form concerning membership in any organization or political 
party seeking to overthrow the Government of the United States by 
force or \V iolence ? 

Dr. Winik. I don’t recall if there were any such forms. 

Mr. Kunzia. If asked to fill out such a form at that time, would 
you have answered, “I am not a member of any organization seeking 
to overthrow the Government of the United States by force or 
violence” ? 

Dr. Wrntk. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kuwnzia. Isn’t it a fact that you were a member of the Com- 
munist Party at that very same time? 

Dr. Wrnik. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kunzia. Isn’t it a fact that you are a member of ie Com- 
munist Party er) right here and now, in Washington, D. C.? 

Dr. WintK. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kunzic. You said you lived at 1111 Buchanan Street. Is that 
right? 

Dr. Wrntk. Yes, sit 
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Mr. Kunzia. Now, as we go through a little bit more testimony here 
of Mrs. Markward, we see the following on pages 22 and 23: 

Mr. Owens. Calling your attention now to Dr. Irving Winik, whom you identi- 
fied as having been a member of the Communist Party in the city of Washington, 
was Dr. Winik a medical doctor? 

Mrs. MARKWARpD. Correct. 

Mr. Owens. Would you tell the committee exactly what you know about 
Dr. Winik’s membership in the party? 

Mrs. MArKwarp. Dr. Winik was chairman of the Health Club of the Com- 
munist Party after its reconstitution in 1945. Many Communist rally meet- 
ings were held in his home. He was a member of the Political Action Group 
of the Communist Party and active in the Progressive Party for a period. 

I will break it off there and I will ask if you were ever a mem- 
ber of the Political Action Group of the Communist Party ¢ 

Dr. Wintk. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kuwnzie. Were you active in the Progressive Party—a per- 
fectly legal party under the laws and ballots? 

Mr. Rano. Is that a political party ¢ 

Mr. Kunzic. Were you active in the Progressive Party / 

Mr. Ranp. May I inquire? 

Mr. Vetpr. You may consult. 

Mr. Kunzic. You may not ask. 

Mr. Rano. But may I inquire on one question as to the rules of 
the committee. Dothey permit interrogation with respect to political 
activity ¢ 

Mr. Kuwnzic. The lawyer is violating the rules of the committee. 

Mr. Vetpe. You know very well, Mr. Counsel, what your rights are 
and what your privileges are, rather, in this particular committee. 
J ask that you direct your attention to advising your client as to his 
constitutional and legal rights. 

(At this point Dr. Winik conferred with Mr. Rand.) 

Dr. Wink. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds 
as the previous questions. 

Mr. Kuwnzic. Isn’t it a fact that you were a member of the Com- 
munist Party at the same time you were active in the Progressive 
Party ¢ 

Dr. Winx. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kunzic. The testimony goes on here: 

Mr. Owens. Was he still on Communist rolls in June of 1949? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. Yes. 

Mr. Owens. Did you ever attend Communist Party meetings at his home? 

Mrs. MARKWARD, Yes. 

Mr. Owens, What address, if you recall? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. It is Buchanan Street NW. My best recollection is that it 
was 1111. 


I want to ask you specifically whether or not Communist rally meet- 
ings were held in your home at 1111 Buchanan Street here in Wash- 
ington ? 

Dr. Wrnix. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Kunzic. You testified you lived there, Doctor. 

Dr. Wrnrx. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunzic. But you refuse to testify as to whether Communist 
Party meetings were held there. Is that right ? 

Dr. Wrn1k. I decline to answer that question. Yes. 
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Mr. Kunzia. Mrs. Markward was asked this question by Mr. Owens: 

Mr. Owens. When you severed relations with the party in late 1949, were Dr. 
Williston and Dr. Winik still being carried on your rolls? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. They were. 

The Book Shopper we have already identified here this morning as a 
publication of Washington Communist Party Book Shop in July 1948. 
Page 2 lists under “January New Year’s Eve party” and it goes on and 
talks about the party under the courtesy of Dr. and Mrs. Irving Winik 
as usually a thoroughgoing and walloping success. 

Are you the Dr. Winik listed in the Book Shopper ? 

(At this point Dr. Winik conferred with Mr. Rand.) 

Dr. Winik. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds 
us the previous questions answered. 

Mr. Kunzic. The record has already shown this morning about 
the citing of the Washington Book Shop Association, and that the 
Book Shopper was the publication of the Washington Book Shop 
Association. 

I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vetpr. Mr. Walter. 

Mr. Watrer. I have no questions. 

Mr. Ve.tpe. Were you ever a member of the armed services of the 
United States ¢ 

Dr. Wintk. No, sir. I was not. 

Mr. Vevpe. Before adjourning this committee until tomorrow, I 
would like to make this statement. The witnesses called here this 
morning were called because the committee, the staff, and the investi- 
gators felt that these witnesses had more information about Commu- 
nist activities in the District of Columbia at the present time than 
any other of the witnesses, or the people identified by Mary Stalcup 
Markward, as being members of the Communist Party. I sincerely 
regret that we have been unable to obtain any information whatsoever 
from the witnesses called this morning regarding the existence of the 
Communist Party cell here in Washington at the present time. 

I do know that the witnesses called for tomorrow are reported to 
have information concerning the activities of the Communist Party 
at this time, and I do hope we will be a little bit more successful tomor- 
row in obtaining some information about the operations of the 
Communist Party here in the District of Columbia. 

With that the witness is excused and the sn will stand in 
adjournment until tomorrow morning at 10: 

(Whereupon, at 12: 30 o’clock p. m., the heari a was adjourned until 
10: 30 o’clock a. m. the following day, Thursday, July 15, 1954.) 





HEARINGS REGARDING COMMUNISM IN THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA—PART 3 


THURSDAY, JULY 15, 1954 


Unirep States Hovuskt or REPRESENTATIVES, 
CoMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Washington, dD. ¢ 
PUBLIC HEARING 


The Committee on Un-American Activities met, pursuant to recess, 
at 11 a. m. in the caucus room, 362 old House Office Building, Hon. 
Harold H. Velde (chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives Harold H. Velde 
(chairman), Donald L. Jackson, Kit Clardy, Gordon H. Scherer, and 
Francis EK. Walter. 

Staff members present: Frank 8. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; ‘Thomas 
W. Beale, Sr., chief clerk; and Ge orge C. Williams, investigator. 

Mr. Vetpe. The committee will be in order. 

Let the record show that Mr. Jackson, Mr. Clardy, Mr. Scherer, 
Mr. Walter, and I are present, constituting a quorum of the full 
committee. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to call Mr. Victor Fleischer as the 
witness this morning. 

Will you come forward, please, sir? 

Mr. Vetpr. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn? 

In the testimony you are about to give before this committee, do 
you solemnly swear you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Firiscuer. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF VICTOR FLEISCHER, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, JOSEPH FORER 


Mr. 'TavennER. What is your name, please ? 

Mr. Fietscuer. Victor Fleischer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I notice you are accompanied by counsel. 

Mr. Fieiscuer. Yes. 

Mr. TavenNer. Will counsel please state his name and address for 
the record. 

Mr. Forer. Joseph Forer, 711 14th Street NW., Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Fleischer? 

Mr. Fietscner. In Russia, 1917. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to this country ? 

Mr. Fretscuer. In 1921. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Are you a naturalized citizen of the United States? 

Mr. Fietscuer. I have derivative citizenship from my mother’s 
naturalization in 193 

Mr. TavenNer. Where was your mother naturalized ? 

Mr. Fietscuer. In New York City. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your for- 
mal educational training has been ? 

Mr. Firtscuer. High school, about a couple of years, 3 or 4 years, 
roughly; about 5 credits in college, and technical training, mechanics. 

Mr. TaveNNer. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Fretscuer. Auto mechanic. 

Mr. ‘TavenNerR. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Fieiscuer. 1202 Mississippi Avenue SE. 

Mr. Tavenner. Washington, D. C.? 

Mr. Frietscuer. Washington, D. C. 

Mr. TavenNner. In what business are you now engaged ? 

Mr. Firtscner. Auto mechanic, self-employed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you “ the committee, please, what your em- 
ployment has been since 193 

Mr. Fieiscuer. Well, it is a long way back. I worked as a ma- 
chinist apprentice, machinist helper, in several job shops in New York 
City. I worked in the Government Printing Office—— 

Mr. TavenNner. When did your employment in New York City 
terminate? 

Mr. Fietscuer. I came to work for the Government Printing Office 
in October of 1939. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is in Washington? 

Mr. Fuietscuer. In Washington. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that time you had been employed in New 
York City ¢ 

Mr. Fietscuer. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you employed by the Government 
Printing Office ? 

Mr. Fietscuer. Until August of 1940, when I took a position as a 
machinist in the Naval Gun Factory here in Washington. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is in the Navy yard? 

Mr. Fietscner. Navy yard. 

Mr. Tavenner. In Washington. You took that employment in 
1940. How long were you employed in the Navy yard in Washington ? 

Mr. Fvriscuer. As I recall, I resigned in, I think, October or No- 
vember of 1945. 

Mr. TavenNeR. What was the nature of your duties while employed 
in the Navy yard? 

Mr. Fuietscuer. I was a machinist. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what type of work ge snerally were you engaged ? 

Mr. Firiscner. Well, we engaged in making gun parts. 

Mr. TAvENNER. What type of guns? 

Mr. Fuiriscner. Well, the biggest project there, as I recall, was the 
110-machinegun. Then, of course, there were other small jobs; no one 
job that I can recall. 

Mr. Taverner. Mr. Fleischer, the committee has been informed 
that during the period of time that you were employed in Ges Navy 
yard in Washington there existed a highly secret cell or branch of 
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the Communist Party at the Navy yard composed of employees in the 
Navy yard and their wives. 

I want to read you the basic information that the committee has 
on that matter as given to the committee by Mrs. Markward, as a 
basis for making further inquiries of you on the subject. 

Mr. Owens. To your knowledge— 

This was a question addressed to Mrs. Markward— 
were there any other divisions of membership that you can recall? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. Yes, there was a club designated as W-37. It was in exist- 
ence at the time I went in the party, and continued until after the Communist 
Party was reorganized. 

Mr. OwWENs. Was this W-37 an underground club? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. Its membership was kept under strict security regulations, 
but it was attached to our city membership. 


Mr. OwENsS. Would you tell the committee the makeup of this club as you 
understood it? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. This club was composed of men who worked at the Navy 
yard in Washington, and their wives. I recall that many of the men from 
this group were drafted, and I believe most ail of the wives were transferred 
into a white collar section during the time of the Communist Political Associa- 
tion. 


Mr. Owens. You have testified that this cell was more or less an underground 
cell; is that correct? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. That is correct. There was little generally known about the 
membership of this group, but I did receive dues und registrations from this 
group. 

Mr. Owens. From W-37? 

Mrs. MARKWArRD. That is right. 

Mr. OweNs. How many people would you say belonged to that cell, Mrs. 
Markward? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. My best estimate would be about 12. I don’t remember 
exactly. 

Mr. Owens. Can you tell the committee whom you knew to be members of 
W-37? 

Mrs. MArRKWARD. Vic Fleischer and his wife. 

And then she proceeded to name other persons. 

Now, it is not my purpose to as sk you any question regarding your 
wife, but the committee is interested in this highly secret group of 
W-37 in the Navy yard. It desires to know its composition, that is, 
its membership, its objectives, and its activities. 

According to this information, you are in position to give the com- 
mittee the information it desires. Will you first tell the committee 
whether or not, to your knowledge, there was such a secret group of 
the Communist Party organized within employees at the Navy yard 
while you were there? 

(At this point Mr. Fleischer conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. Fuetscuer. On the basis of the privilege I am granted under 
the fifth amendment not to be a witness against myself, I must refuse 
to answer. 

Mr. TAveNNER. Were you a member of cell W-37 at any time while 
you were employed at the Navy yard? 

Mr. Fieiscurr. For the same reason, I must refuse to answer. 

Mr. TavenNer. Mrs. Markward testified that Vie Fleischer and 
Rita Fleischer were members of the Civil Rights Club of the Com- 
munist Party, having been transferred there from W-37. 

Now, again I am not asking you any question about your wife. 

3ut were you transferred at any time to the Civil Rights Club of the 
Communist Party in Washington? 
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Mr. Fietscuer. For the same reason, I must again refuse to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Political 
Association at any time while you were employed in the Navy yard? 

Mr. Fieiscuer. For the first reason, I must refuse to answer. 

Mr. TaAvenNER. Were you a member of the Communist Party prior 
to your taking employment in 1940 at the Navy yard? 

(At this point Mr. Fleischer conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. Fieiscuer. For the same reason, I must refuse to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member in 1949 of the Southeast Club 
of the Communist Party in Washington ¢ 

Mr. Fieiscurr. For the same reason, I must refuse to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you at this moment a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Fixiscurr. For the same reason, I must refuse to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Jackson? 

Mr. Jackson. I have no questions. 

Mr. Vevpr. Mr. Clardy? 

Mr. Crarpy. No questions. 

Mr. Vewpr. Mr. Scherer? 

Mr. Scuerer. Witness, while you were employed in the Navy yard. 
did you know of any activity upon the part of those who belonged 
to the Communist ce I] of the Navy yard which activity was adverse to 
the interests of the United States? 

(At this point Mr. Fleischer conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. Fierscuer. While I was employed there I knew of no activ- 
ity by anyone adverse to the interests of the United States. 

Mr. Scuerer. Did you know of the existence of this Communist 
Party cell? 

(At this point Mr. Fleischer conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. Fieiscurer. For the same reason, I must refuse to answer. 

Mr. Scuerer. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Vevpr. Mr. Walter? 

Mr. Warrer. No questions. 

Mr. Veipr. The witness is excused. 

Call your next witness, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Al Sherman. 

Mr. Vevpe. In the testimony you are about to give before this com- 
mittee, do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. SuermMan. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF ALEXANDER SHERMAN, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, JOSEPH FORER 


Mr. ‘TAveNNER, What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Suerman. Alexander Sherman. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. It is noted that you are accompanied by the same 
counsel who accompanied the preceding witness. 

When and where were you born, Mr. Sherman ? 

Mr. SHerman. Born in New York City, April 27, 1904. 

Mr. TAvenNER. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. SirermMan. The 1700 block of 17th Street NW., Washington. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation ? 
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Mr. SuerMan. I am a publicist. 

Mr. ‘TAvENNER. A_ publicist ? 

Mr. SHERMAN, Yes, sir. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Now, will you describe your occupation a little 
more fully? What do you mean by a publicist ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Well, it has been referred to as public relations 
counsel. In other words, my work as been concerned with public 
relations for organizations, businesses, et cetera. 

Mr. ‘TAvENNER. How long have you been engaged in that type of 
work ? 

Mr. SuerMAN. Well, I should say since 1928, I guess. 

That is my best recollection. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you engaged in any other occupation ? 

Mr. SrermMan. I am self-employed, sir. 

Mr. ‘TAvenNerR. What is the nature of the employment? 

Mr. SHerMan. Currently I am the operating consultant to the 
Georgetown Theater. 

Mr. TAVENNER, Will you te 11 the committee, p le: -” what your edu- 
cational training, your form: al educational training has been ? 

Mr. SuHerman. Yes, sir. I—— 

Mr. Vevpre. Before we go on to that question, may I ask, what are 
your duties as an operating consultant to the Georgetown Theater ? 

Mr. SuerMan. Primarily to promote, and otherwise put the George- 
town Theater into a financially stable position on behalf of the owners. 

Mr. Veutpr. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, will you state what your formal educational 
training has been? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Public school in Newark, N. J., high school, 2 years, 
Newark, N. J. After that, well, like many other poor but eager young 
men, I became self-taught, went to work. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have stated that your occupation since 1928 
was that of public relations. 

Mr. Suerman. Approximately, sir; yes, sir; in various places. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, the Committee on Un-American Activities 
has heard evidence from Mr. Edward Dmytryk, who was one of the 
original Hollywood 10. 

Mr. SuHermMan. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, were you acquainted with Mr. Dmytryk ? 

Mr. Suerman. I refuse to answer on the ground of my privilege 
under the fifth amendment not to bear witness against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Dmytryk testified before this committee as to 
certain activity of the defense of the 10 when they appeared before 
the Committee on Un-American Activities. 

Out of fairness, I should tell you that he did not mention your 
name in any particular, but he described meetings that were held at 
the Shoreham Hotel which were attended by Lee Pressman and Harry 
Bridges, who encouraged them in the type of defense—in the position 
they took, I should say—before this committee. 

Now, were you connected in any way from the standpoint of public 
relations with the Hollywood 10 at the time of their appearance 
before this committee ? 

Mr. Surerman. I am afraid I must take the fifth amendment on 
that, sir; I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Vevpr. You are afraid to take the fifth amendment ? 
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Mr. Suerman. No, sir. I say I am afraid I must take the fifth 
amendment and refuse to answer. 

Mr. Jackson. And you refuse to answer? 

Mr. Veutpe. You do ple ad the fifth amendment ? 

Mr. SuHerMan. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any time meet at the Shoreham Hotel 
for the purpose of consulting the Hollywood 10, or any of them 
with regard to carrying out any propaganda plans that they hi: ad 
in connection with their appearance before this committee ? 

Mr. Suerman. I must refuse to answer again under the fifth 
amendment, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know of any activity that the Communist 
Party itself took in the city of Washington with regard to the appear- 
ance ‘of the Holly wood 10 before this committee ? 

Mr. SuHermMan. I must refuse to answer that, sir, under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Were you a member of the Communist Party at any 
time during the period that the Hollywood 10 were appearing before 
this committee? 

Mr. Surerman. I must refuse to answer again, sir, on the same 
ground. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the course of Mrs. Markward’s testimony 
before this committee, she was asked to identify those that she could 
name as persons known to her to be members of the Communist Party 
between June of 1944 and October of 1945. 

Among those that she named was Al Sherman. Was she correct in 
identifying you as a member of the Communist Party in Washington 
between 1944 and 1945—or I should say of the Communist Political 
Association ? 

Mr. Suerman. Again I must refuse to answer under the fifth 
amendment, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. And I should correct my statement by saying that 
she identified you as a member of the Communist Political Assoc ‘iation 
between those dates rather than the Communist Party. 

Mr. Suerman. The answer is again a refusal under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Markward testified as to the existence in 
Washington of what was known as the Newspaper Club of the Com- 
munist Party. She said this club was known by various other names, 
among them Lincoln Steffens Club and John Reed Club. 

She testified that this Newspaper Club was broken into two sections, 
finally, one the Robert Hall Club of the Communist Party, and the 
other the Lincoln Steffens Club. 

Are you familiar with or do you have any knowledge of the activities 
of the club which was at one time called the Newspaper Club of the 
Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. SuermMan. Again, sir, I must refuse to answer under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Markward in her testimony identified Al 
Sherman and his wife, Polly Sherman, as members of the Lincoln 
Steffens division of the Newspaper Club of the Communist Party. 

I do not propose to ask you any questions regarding your wife, but to 
the extent that her answer involved you, is there any explanation that 
you desire to make? 
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Mr. Suerman. Again I must refuse to answer under the fifth 
amendment, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, were you a member of either the Robert Hall 
or the Lincoln Steffens Clubs of the Communist Party at any time? 

Mr. Suerman. Again I must refuse to answer under the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. TAvENNER. The committee has received information from Mrs. 
Markward that, at the time the Communist Political Association was 
considering the question of reverting to the Communist Party form 
of organization, one of the meetings in which that matter was con- 
sidered was held in your home. Is that true or not? 

Mr. Suerman. I must refuse to answer that, sir, under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Water. Well, Mr. Sherman, as a matter of fact, hasn’t your 
principal source of income for years been from those groups whose 
sole purpose is to endeavor to discredit the committees that are bring- 
ing about disclosures of activities of our enemies from within ? 

(At this point Mr. Sherman conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. SuHerRMAN. No, sir. 

Mr. Watrer. Well, hasn’t a large part of your income come from 
those people, those sources ? 

(At this point Mr. Sherman conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. SHerMan. Again I must say “No.” 

Mr. Water. You what? 

Mr. SHerMan. No, sir. 

Mr. Water. Well, has any part of your income come from people 
whose objectives are as I stated them to be? 

(At this point Mr. Sherman conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. SHERMAN. That I must refuse to answer, sir. 

Mr. Water. You must refuse to answer ? 

Mr. SuHerMAN. I refuse to answer, sir, under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Ciarpy. May I ask a question ? 

Mr. Vewtpe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Has this been, then, just a labor of love that you have 
been in? 

Mr. SuerMan. Mr. Clardy, I must refuse to answer again under 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. Has it bee n done with any hope of future reward ? 

Mr. Srerman. Well, sir, I think I will refuse to answer under the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Shirley Taylor work for you at any time in 
connection with your public relations business ? 

(At this point Mr. Sherman conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. SuerMan. Again I must refuse to answer under the fifth 
amendment, sir. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Mrs. Markward testified before the committee that 
at the time she left the party in 1949 you were still an active member. 
I want to ask you whether or not you are an active member now ? 

Mr. SuerMan. I must refuse to answer. 

Mr. Vewpe. An active member of what? 

Mr. TAvENNER. An active member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. SuHerMAN. I must refuse to answer under the fifth amendment. 








5934 COMMUNISM IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Veupe. Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. I have no questions. 

Mr. Verpr. Mr. Clardy ¢ 

Mr. Ciarpy. No questions. 

Mr. Vexupe. Mr. Scherer ? 

Mr. Scuerer. No questions. 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Walter ? 

Mr. Watrer. No questions. 

Mr. Vetpr. The witness is dismissed. 

Call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Ray Pinkson. 

Mr. Vevpr. In the testimony you are about to give before the sub- 
committee, do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so he ‘Ip you God? 

Mr. Prnxson. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF RAY I. PINKSON, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
JOSEPH FORER 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Prxxson. Ray I. Pinkson; I for Israel, I-s-r-a-e-1; Pinkson, 
P-i-n-k-s-o-n. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, it is noted for the record that you are accom- 
panied by the same counsel who appeared for the last witness. 

Mr. Pinxson. That is correct. 

Mr. TavenNer. When and where were you born, Mr. Pinkson ? 

Mr. Pryxson. I was born March 18, 1912, in Bessarabia. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to the United States? 

Mr. PINKS N. I came in the early part of 1921. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a naturalized citizen of the United States? 

Mr. Pryxson. I am a citizen by derivative of my father having 
become a citizen in 1921. 

Mr. TAvVENNER. Under what name was he naturalized ? 

Mr. Prnxson. Moses Pinkson. 

Mr. TavenneR. Where was he naturalized ? 

Mr. Prnxson. In Philadelphia. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, just what your 

ccupation 1s ¢ 

Mr. Prvxson. I am an electrician. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where do you reside? 

Mr. Pinxson. I reside at 4816 Flanders Avenue, Kensington, Md. 

Mr. TAvenNerR. You say you are an electrician ? 

Mr. Pinxson. That is correct. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. How long have you been engaged in the practice of 
that trade? 

Mr. Pinxson. Oh, about 14 years, 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, during that period of time have you operated 
any business, or in what way are you employed as an electrician ? 

Mr. Prxxson. Yes: I have worked at the trade. and I have also been 
in partners in the business in the trade, in the electrical contracting 
business. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that the name of your present company, Electric 
Contracting ? 
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Mr. Pinxson. No; the name is Standard Electrie Co. 

Mr. Tavenner. Standard Electric? 

Mr. Prnxson. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the city of Washington ? 

Mr. Pinxson. In Maryland. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Maryland / 

Mr. Pinxson. Two years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that time where did you live 4 

Mr. Pinxson. In Washington. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you lived in Washington ? 

Mr. Pinxson. About 7 years. 

Mr. TAveNNER. Seven years. Prior to the time you came to Wash- 
ington, where did you live? 

Mr. Pryxson. I lived in Norfolk. 

Mr. TavenNNER. Norfolk—— 

Mr. Pinxson. Virginia. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Virginia? 

Mr. Prnxson. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What year was it that you went to Norfolk? 

Mr. Prnxson. In 1942. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you left there—— 

Mr. Ptnxson. In the fall of 1945 

Mr. TaveNNeR. What was your business in Norfolk? 

Mr. Prnxson. I worked as an electrician in Norfolk, in the Norfolk 
Navy Yard. 

Mr. Tavenner. Employed by the—— 

Mr. Pinxson. Navy yard. 

Mr. Tavenner. By the navy yard? 

Mr. Prnxson. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to your going to Norfolk, where did you 
reside ? 

Mr. Pinxson. I resided for about a year, close to a year, in Wash- 
nvgton. 

Mr. Tavenner. And what was your employment during that pe- 
riod ¢ 

Mr. Pinxson. As an electrician. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that the first time you took up your residence 
in Washington ? 

Mr. Prnxson. Well, I had been here for a few months in the year 
before, but . 

Mr. TavENNER. Well, where was your home prior to that time, prio1 
to your moving to Washington 1 year before going to Norfolk ? 

Mr. Prnxson. Oh, I lived for 1 year in Newark, N. J. 

Mr. TAvenner. That would be in 1940, would it not? 

Mr. Prnxson. Roughly, that is right, between 1939 and 1940. 

Mr. TAVENNER. In Newark, N. J.? 

Mr. Prnxson. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. And prior to that? 

Mr. Pryxson. Prior to that, I lived for 6 years in Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your edu- 
cational training has been ? 

Mr. Pinxson. I graduated from grammar school and from high 
school in Philadelphia. I had certain technical courses, evening 
courses, in electrical work. 
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Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, whether you 


have had occasion to travel abroad ? 
Mr. Prvxson. Yes: I did. I traveled abroad in 1939, the summer of 


1939. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


Tavenner. What countries did you visit? 
Pinxson. I visited France, Switzerland, Germany, Austria, 


Rumania, Russia, England—actually visited. I also went to Mexico 
for about 2 hours in 1952 


Mr.’ 


Mr. 


TAVENNER. Did vou return to the continent at a later date? 
Pinxson. No. I] returned in 1939. 


(At this point Mr. Pinkson conferred with Mr. Forer.) 
Mr. Pinxson. Do you mean to the United States? 


Mr. Tavenner. I mean to say, did you travel to Europe at a later 
date ? 

Mr. Pryxson. No, sir. 

Mr. TaveNNER. What was the purpose of the travel in which you 
engaged ? 

Mr. Prnxson. Strictly as a tourist. 

Mr. Crarpy. Did you mention Russia? I wasn’t clear. 

Mr. Prnxson. Yes: I did. 

Mr. CLarpy. How much of the time did you spend there? 

Mr. Prxxson. About 4 weeks. 

Mr. Crarpy. How much time all together on this tour? 

Mr. Prxxson. About 4 months. 

Mr. Scuerer. What was the purpose of the tour? 

Mr. Pinxson. Sightseeing. 

Mr. Scuerer. Is that all? 

Mr. Prnxson. That is all; pleasure. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Did you see the Kremlin while you were there? 

Mr. Pinxson. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. From the inside? 

Mr. Prnxson. No, sir: from the outside. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you employed by the Federal Government or 
any agency of the Government for work other than that performed 
at the Navy Yard in Norfolk? 

Mr. Prxxson. Yes: I worked at the Veterans’ Administration in 
Philadelphia. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was that? 

Mr. Pryxson. In 1931 to 1933; roughly, 2 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. And any other Feder: al employment ? 2 


Mr. 
Mr. ’ 


Pinxson. No: that is the only Federal employment. 
lAvENNER. What was the nature of the work that you engaged 


in at the Navy Yard in Norfolk? 


Mr. 


Pinxkson. Primarily maintenance and construction work in 


the yard itself. We wired various motors in the various shops, machine 
shops, th e foundry, working on gantry cranes, trouble ¢ ralls, and prac ti- 


cally 
Mr. 


all the work was in the yard itself. 
TavENNER. Did vou become a member of the C ity Committee of 


ie Communist Party while you were in Norfolk? 


Mr. PINKSON. refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
ivilege under he fifth amendment not to be a witness against 


niyse lf. 
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Mr. TavenneR. Did you become acquainted while in Norfolk with 
Alice Burke, the head of the Communist Party for the State of 
Virginia? 

Mr. Prnxson. I refuse to answer that question on the same basis. 

Mr. TaveNNER, Did you endeavor to influence the functionaries of 
the Communist Party of the State of Virginia to move its headquarters 
from Richmond to Norfolk ? 

Mr. Pinxson. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds, 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend a State committee meeting of the 
Communist Party in Richmond on July 7, 1943 ? 

Mr. Pinxson. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. TavenneER. This committee is informed that there was held in 
the city of Richmond on July 22 and 23, 1934, a meeting of the Com- 
munity Party membership of the State of Virginia at which Alice 
Burke presided. 

Mr. Pinxson. Did you say 1934? 

Mr. Tavenner. *44. Did you attend that meeting? 

Mr. Prnxson. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you known in the city-of Norfolk by a name 
other than your own? 

Mr. Prnxson. Not to the best of my knowledge. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever use the name Clark? 

Mr. Prnxson. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, I understood you to say that you did not 
know. Has your memory been refreshed ? 

(At this point Mr. Pinkson conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. Prnxson. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you still say you do not know that you ever used 
«name other than your own? 

Mr. Pinxson. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a matter of fact, my stating the name Clark to 
you has refreshed your recollection, has it not? 

Mr. Prnxson. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Scuerer. [ ask that the witness be directed to answer that 
question. 

Mr. Verve. Lam sorry; I didn’t hear the question. 

Mr. Tavunner. As to Whether or not he used the name Clark in 
Norfolk. 

Mr. Scuerer. That was not the question asked. I asked the chair- 
man to direct him to answer the question as to whether the question 
didn’t refresh his recollection. 

Mr. Forer. What is your question, again ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you reread the question. That is the best way 
to vet it. 

(The reporter read the question as follows: “As a matter of fact, 
ny stating the name Clark to you has refreshed your recollection, 
1as it not ?’’) 

Mr. Scurrer. [ask that he be directed to answer that question. 

Mr. Venpr. Yes. You are directed to answer that question. 

\t this point Mr. Pinkson conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. Pinxson. I will abide by my re fusal for the same eroul ds J 

lave previously given. 


I 
} 
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Mr. Scnerer. And the witness testified, Mr. Chairman, that he had 

no knowledge as to whether he was known by any other name in Vir- 
a. I think he wa ved his pr vilege, 

Mr. Veupe. Well, I am inclined to coneur with the gentleman, but 
what difference does it make ¢ 

Mr. Scuerer. Well, it makes a lot of difference, his refusal to an 
SW chat last question. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Taverner. Mr. Pinkson, do you recall whether or not you at 
tended a meeting in December 1943, at the home of Millie Markison, 
209 Buckingham Circle, Norfolk ¢ 

Mr. Prnxson. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds 
as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Millie Markison appeared as a witness before this 
committee yesterday. Are you a quainted with her ? 

Mr. Prxxson. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Pinkson, I hand you a copy of the Bookshopper, 
under date of July 1948— 

Mr. Forer. Excuse me. Can they get the pictures over with? 

Mr. Tavenner. And I will ask you—— 

Mr. Veutpr. Now, let me talk to you a minute, Mr. Forer. 

Mr. Forrer. Sure. I mean let them take the pictures, but it is dis- 
concerting to the witness during the testimony; that is all I meant. 

Mr. Veupr. Now you are asking me to put this committee in the 
position of hamstringing the press. 
Mr. lOoRER. No, oh, ne 


to take pictures. 


», no, no. They have had ample opportunity 


Mr. Veipr. Joe, how many times have you appeared before this 


CO? ttee representins witnesses ¢ 


Mr Forer. I don’t know. 

Mr. Vetpe. You have beet very decent, I realize that, as far as 

hey are concerned. 

Mr. Foner. I don’t know, Mr. Congressman, but when Mr. Wood 
was chairman. if the witness asked that no photographs be taken 
they would not permit it during the testimony, and I know Senator 
Jenner does that 

Mr. Verpr. That is a disgrace, asking tliis committee to hamstring 
the press. 

Mr. Forrr. No; let them take the pictures and get it over with. 
That is not hamstringing the press. 

Mr. Vevtpe. Well. it is to a oreat extent. 

Mr. Forer. Well, if the committee doesn’t want to do it, that is 
QO. K 

Mr. Verner. Let me ask you, as a matter of fact, do you have it in 
the record how many times you have appeared before this committee 
in the last 6 vears? 

Mr. Forer. No. no. 

Mr. Vevpr. I know Mr. Walter and Mr. Jackson and I have watched 
you pertorm- 

Mr. Waurer. What difference does it make? 

Mr. Veiner. Just a minute, please. As an attorney for various wit- 
hesses, and, as ] say, you have been very decent and courteous as 
far as this committee was concerned, and we do appreciate that. But 
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have you ever represented a witness before this committee when we 
have obtained any information whatsoever from that witness on sub 
versive activities? 

Mr. Forer. I don’t know what information, but I have represented 
witnesses who have answered all the committee’s questions; yes. 

Mr. Vetpr. When was that? 

Mr. Forer. Quite a while ago; I remember a couple of them. 

Mr. Vevpre. Would it be within the last 5 years? 

Mr. Forer. Well, I am not very good on dates. It might have 
been; I just don’t know. I don’t know when it was. 

Mr. Vetpe. Well, I am not inclined to grant your request, Mr. Forer. 

Mr. Forer. O. K. 

Mr. Vetpe. I believe that the news photographers have a perfect 
right, especially in cases where the witness refuses to give any infor- 
mation, a perfect right to take their pictures at any time during the 
proceedings. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Chairman, may I make a short observation ? 

I would like to say with respect to Mr. Forer that his own per- 
sonal conduct, to the best of my knowledge, is refreshing to me, having 
been bludgeoned hour after hour by some of the other witnesses, and 
to the extent that the witnesses are courteous even in their refusal, 
I, for one, appreciate it. 

Mr. Forer. Well, I have had witnesses that have been bludgeoned 
by the committee, I'l] tell you that. 

Mr. Crarpy. What was that? 

Mr. Forer. I have had witnesses that have been bludgeoned by the 
committee. 

Mr. Jackson. When the sum total of the bludgeoning is finally 
totaled up, I think the committee will probably carry the brunt of 
the bludgeoning. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I want to correct the record. 

In the year and a half that I have been on the committee, I have 
never heard us bludgeon any witness, and if you say so, I will ask 
you to be sworn and give us the details. 

Mr. Forer. Well, in the year and a half that you have been on 
the committee, I don’t know about btudaebnitis. but I thought you 
were pretty rough on Professor Darling and his wife in Columbus. 

Mr. Crarpy. Pretty rough on those Communists? If we had been 
really rough on them we would have taken them apart. As it was, 
we were treated in a way that I think ees on their part the 
utmost contempt for the Congress and their Government, and then 
they left the stand and lied like horsethieves, and we called them 
back and they took the fifth amendment again. If I had my way, 
and we had any power, they would really have been punished by 
putting them in the dungeon the first time. 

Now, I am not criticizing you, because you are probably about 
the only attorney who has consistently done as Mr. Jackson said, 
but your witnesses haven’t improved any in time, because they have 
refused to answer. 

Mr. Jackson. This is very interesting, Mr. Chairman, besides the 
academic 

Mr. Watter. Before we go on, all Mr. Forer is asking for is that 
the rule which I thought was still in existence be applied. It is 
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very disconcerting to witnesses to have these lights flashing in their 
faces all the time. It is to me. 

Mr. Veutpe. May I ask the gentleman what other committee of 
Congress would ask the news photographers not to take pictures? 

Mr. Waxrer. No committee does that. And that isn’t the question 
here. But if you go up to the Judiciary Committee you wouldn't 
see this sort of pe rene, 

Mr. Forer. I will answer the question. The Jenner and the Mc- 
Carthy committees. 

Mr. Watrer. That is right. If you go before the Jenner committee 
the photographing is done at the end of the hearing. 

Mr. Criarpy. Generally speaking, Mr. Walter, I go along with you, 
but when a witness doesn’t answer questions I don’t care to carry 
cooperation that far. 

Mr. Watrer. What is the difference? That isn’t the function of 
the committee; we don’t punish witnesses. 

Mr. Jackson. That shouldn’t be the function of the committee. 

Mr. Forer. I withdraw my request. 

Mr. Cuarpy. They have shot me so many times with my mouth 
hanging open, if anybody has any complaint I ought to have, 

Mr. Watrer. You cert: ainly led with your chin on that one. How 
else could anybody get your picture except with your mouth hanging 
open ? 

Mr. Cruarpy. I don’t mean to be nd over backward to cooperate with 
an uncooperative witness, and if I can express my opinion here—— 

Mr. Water. I will agree to as if you will strike the word “dun 
geon” out. 

Mr. Cuarpy. A few years ago this committee had, and may have at 
the moment, the right to put witnesses down in the dungeon under- 
neath the Capitol if they refused to cooperate with the committee. 
Some day perhaps I will test that out. 

Mr. Warrer. Let me give you my interpretation—— 

Mr. Veupe. Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Pinkson, I was about to hand you the July 1948 
copy of Bookshopper. 

Will you look at the document, please, and state if you know by 
whom it is published. 

(At this point Mr. Pinkson conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. Pryxson. The title is The Bookshopper. To the right of the 
title it says “The Washington Cooperative Book Shop, 916 17th Street 
NW., Washington, D. C., telephone Republic 4843.’ 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have any part in the publication, the 
editing of the publication of the pamphlet The Bookshopper? 

Mr. Pinxson. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds 
as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you open it, please, and turn to the second 
page and read the first paragr: aph appearing there on the lefthand 
mi irgin ¢ Read it into the record, plea ise, SIP. 

Mr. Prnxson (reading) 

The Bookshopper came out with its “new look” all remodeled and beantiful 
under the joint parentage of Ray Pinkson, editor, and Sammy Abbott, artist. 


“Ray Pinkson, editor,” is underlined, and there is a red cross to the 
left of the paragraph. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Is that the same Mr. Abbott who appeared as a 
witness before this committee yesterday who is recited there as having 
been editor along with you? 

Mr. Pinxson. It says “artist.’ 

Mr. Tavenner. Whose name appears as artist, as you have just read ? 

Mr. Pinxson. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds 
as previous sly stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well you were editor, as stated in that document; 
were you not? 

Mr. Prnxson. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. You recall, do you not, that the Attorney General of 
the United States cited the W: ashington Book Shop Association in 
1948 as a front organization ? 

(At this point Mr. Pinkson conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. Pinxson. Would you repeat that question, please 

Mr. Tavenner. I will restate the question. 

Do you not recall that the Attorney General, Tom Clark, in 1948 
cited the Washington Book Shop Association in the list which he 
re ago 

Mr. Prnxson. I don’t remember the date; I have some recollection of 
the W aes Book Shop being cited. 

Mr. Tavenner. How is that? 

Mr. Pinxson. I don’t remember the date. I don’t remember when 
it was, but I have some recollection of it having been cited by the 
Attorney General. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. As subversive and Communist ? 

Mr. Pinxson. I believe that is the wording. I couldn’t repeat it 
literally. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I hand you a photostatic copy of the December 8, 
1947, copy of the Washington Post, and I should say that Mr. Clark 
also cited the Washington Book Shop on December 4, 1947, as well 
as in 1948. 

I will ask you to examine the last paragraph in the document, in 
the paper which I hand you. 

The Washington Post in that article refers to a statement has hav- 
ing been made by you. I desire you to read that paragraph in evi- 
dence and I will ask you whether or not you made the statement at- 
tributed to you. 

Mr. PinkKson. Do you want me to read it? 

Mr. TaveNNER. Yes, please. 

Mr. Prnkson (reading) : 

The Book Shop, in a statement attributed to Ray Pinkson, publicity chairman, 
said, “We will continue to contribute to the cultural life of our community 
by presenting the best thought and leadership in the sphere of art, science, 
and literature.” 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, were you correctly reported by the press as 
having made that statement ? 

Mr. Pinxson. Would you break that question down, please ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I think that is broken down as far as I can break it. 

Mr. Pryxson. No; it sounds like a trick question to me. 

Mr. Tavenner. No. 

Mr. Prnxson. Yes, it does. Iam not a lawyer, but—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you correctly reported in the statement at- 
tributed to you? In other words, did you make that statement ? 
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Mr. Pinxson. That is a better way to ask it. And the answer is, 
[ refuse to answer that question on the same ground as previously 


Mr. Scuerer. It didn’t make much difference which way you asked 
the q 1estion ; he refused to answer. 
Mr. Tavenner. Y¢ 


[f you were correctly reported, you intended to continue with the 

ork in which you had been engaged notwithstanding the citation. 

Now, I want to ask you whether or not you have continued in 
Communist Party work in the city of Washington since that tame, 
just as you indicated you would do in connection with this paper? 


Mr. Pixxson. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege under the fifth amendment not to be a witness against 
myse If. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the course of the testimony of Mary Mark- 
ward you were identified by her as a person known to her to have 
been a member of the Communist Party. 

Her exact testimony on this subject is: 


Ray Pinkson was a member of the Community Club, also. He is an electrician 


by trade. 


Were you a member of the Communist Party, that is, of the Com- 
munity Club of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Pinxson. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds 
as pre viously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Henry Thomas testified before this committee 
on December 6, 1950, and stated that you addressed and lectured to 
the club of the Con munist Party of which he was a member. Do 
you call having done so ¢ 

Mr. Pp INKSON. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds 
as prev ously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. William Gray identified you in the course of his 
testimony as having been a men nber of the Communist Party. Were 
you acquainted with Mr. Gray ¢ 

Mr. Prnxson. I refuse to answer that question on the same basis. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with a person by the name of 
Beni lV sec undy ¢ ¢ 

(At this point Mr. Pinkson conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. Pinxson. Yes, sir; I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he known to you to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Pinson. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds that 
it may tend to incriminate me, under the fifth amendment. In other 
words, I am claiming the privilege I have under the fifth amendment 
not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know of any Communist Party activities 
in which he engaged ? 

Mr. Prxxson. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Pryxson. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. In light of the statement contained in the W ashing- 
ton Post to the effect that you were going to continue, notwithstanding, 
in your work there, notwithstandi ng ‘the citation by the Attorney 





COMMUNISM IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 5943 


General, I want to ask you whether or not you have remained active 
in the Communist Party from that mr until the present moment? 
Mr. Prnxson. I refuse to answer th: tion on the basis of my 
privilege under the fifth amendment not - be a witness against myself, 
Mr. TAvenner. Isn’t it a fact that Bi 
with Bill Johnson ? 

Mr. Pinxson. I refuse to answer that question on the same ground. 

Mr. TAVENNER. (re you acquainted Vi ith Emma Robinson 6 

Mr. Pinxson. I refuse to answer that question on the same eround. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with Helen Shonick ? 

Mr. Prnxson. I refuse to answer that question on the same ground 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you not know that all three now compose the 
membership committee of the Communist Party in the District of 
Columbia? 

Mr. Prnxson. I refuse to answer that question on the same ground 
as previously stated. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Verpe. Mr. Jackson ? 

Mr. Jackson. No questions. 

Mr. Verve. Mr. Clardy ? 

Mr. Crarpy. No questions 

Mr. Veupr. Mr. Scherer? 

Mr. Scuerer. Just this observation, Mr. Chairman. I think this 
is another one of those cases that should be referred to the Depart 
ment of Justice to determine whether or not proceedings for denatu- 
ralization should be commenced. 

Mr. Veupr. I certainly concur that the matter should be taken up 
in executive session. 

The witness is dismissed, and the committee will be in recess until 
2 o’clock. 

(Whereupon, at 11:55 a. m., the hearing was recessed to 2 p. m. the 
same day.) 








Johnson—are you acquainted 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


(At the hour of 2:30 p. m. of the same day, the proceedings were 
resumed, Representatives Harold H. Velde (chairman), Kit Clardy 
(appearance noted in transcript), Gordon H. Scherer (appearance 
noted in transcript), and Francis E. Walter being present.) 

Mr. Vexvpzr. The committee will be in order. 

Let the record show that I have appointed a peceensares consist 
ing of Mr. Scherer, Mr. Walter, and myself, as chairman; that present 
are a majority of the subcommittee, Mr. Walter and Sa 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I would like to recall for 1 moment 
Mr. Al Sherman. 

Mr. Vetpe. Should the witness be sworn ? 

Mr. TAvENNER. Yes, sir; as he was discharged, I think he should he. 

Mr. Vevpe. In the testimony you are about to give before this 
subcommittee, do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Suerman. I do. 
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TESTIMONY OF ALEXANDER SHERMAN, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, JOSEPH FORER—Resumed 


Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Sherman, in the course of your testimony this 
morning, you identified yourself as employed by the Georgetown 
Theater. 

I have had a telephone call indicating that there must be two or- 

ganizations by that name. I merely want to get the record straight 
as to what organiz: ition it is by whic h you aree mployed. 

Mr. Suerman. Well, as the Georgetown Theater, motion picture 
theater. 

Mr. Tavenner. It is a moving picture theater ? 

Mr. SuHermMan. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think there is a Georgetown Theater Group, which 
is an entirely distinct organization. 

Mr. SuermMan. There is Georgetown on the Aisle. 

Mr. Tavenner. I can’t hear you. 

Mr. Suerman. A Georgetown on the Aisle group, which I imagine 
is a new organization. I know very little about it. It is a semi- 
professional and amateur organization. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the address of the Georgetown Theater 
with which you are associated? 

Mr. Suerman. The 1300 block, Wisconsin Avenue. 

Mr. renal That is all. 

Mr. Vewpe. The witness is dismissed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Robert Lautman. 

Mr. Vewpe. In the tes stimony you are about to give before the sub- 
committee, do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the 
whole truth, and es but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Laurman. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF ROBERT C. LAUTMAN, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, JOSEPH FORER 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Laurman. Robert C. Lautman. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your last name, please ? 

Mr. Laurman. L-a-u-t-m-a-n. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you accompanied by counsel, Mr. Lautman? 

Mr. Laurman. I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. Would counsel please identify himself for the 
record ¢ 

Mr. Forer. Joseph Forer, 711 14th Street NW., Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Tavenner. Would you tell the committee, please, Mr. Laut- 
man, when and where you were born? 

Mr. Laurman. I was born in Butte, Mont., November 8, 1923. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Laurman. I reside in Arlington, Va., 4621 28th Road, South. 

Mr. TavenNeEr. How long have you lived in Arlington? 

Mr. Laurman. About 6 years, approximately. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Laurman. I am a photographer. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Prior to your coming to Arlington 6 years ago, 
where did you live? . : . 
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Mr. Laurman. I lived in Washington for about a year. 

(Representative Gordon H. Scherer entered the hearing room at 
this point. ) 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. And prior to your year’s residence in Washington ? 

Mr. Laurman. I lived in New York for 2 years prior to that. 

Mr. Tavenner. New York City? 

Mr. Laurman. That is right. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. How were you employed in New York City ¢ 

Mr. Laurman. I was e mploye das a commercial P yhotogr: aphe I’. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was it the same type of commercial employment in 
Washington during the year that you resided in Washington ¢ 

Mr. Laurman. Which year was this? I am sorry. 

Mr. Tavenner. You said that prior to your taking up your resi- 
dence in Arlington, you lived in Washington 

Mr. Laurman. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. For a period of a year. 

Mr. Laurman. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a photographer during that period, also? 

Mr. Laurman. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, briefly, what 
your formal educational training has been ? 

Mr. Laurman. Grade school; went through Central High School 
here in Washington; went out to Montana and had nearly a year of 
the medical school at Montana State College. 

Mr. Vetpe. What college ? 

Mr. Laurman. Montana State. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Lautman, during the hearing which this com- 
mittee conducted in Michigan, testimony was received indicating that 
the youth groups in the Communist Party were disbanded, and that 
the members of the youth groups were assigned to take up work in 
various mass organizations such as the Labor Youth League, the 
Young Progressives, and other organizations. 

Now, in the city of Washington somewhat the same action was ap- 
parently taken by the Communist Party, and I want to ask you to tell 
the committee what you know about it, if anything, and preliminary 
to your answering questions regarding that matter, I want to read 
to you the testimony of Mrs. Mary Markward on that subject. She 
gave the history of the youth clubs of the Communist Party in the 
District of Columbia in this manner: 

I believe again we have to have a little bit of history of the youth club in 
order to make proper identification. 

There were three phases: 1, the youth who organized the club; 2, the youth 
who were members up to 1949; and 3, approximately the time I last attended 
a meeting of the youth commission in 1949 it was announced it had been the 
decision of the national committee to dissolve the youth clubs as such, and all 
members of such youth clubs were to carry out their mass activities through the 
Labor Youth League, and to carry out their party activity through either the 
neighborhood clubs where they lived or the trade union clubs with which they 
might be associated. 

This reassignment was just taking place at the time I left, and I am not 
certain just where any of the members were reassigned. 





Now, do you have any knowledge of the action referred to here, the 
action of the Communist Party in dissolving the youth groups of the 
Communist Party and assigning the members to mass organization 
work ? 
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Mr. Laurman. On the basis of my privilege under the fifth amend- 
ment not to be a witness against myself, I refuse to answer. 
Mr. TAVENNER. In that “connection, Mrs. Markward testified : 


Bob and Nonnie Lautman were both members of this club. 


I understand that Nonnie Lautman is your wife, but I am not 
proposing—— 

I am in error on that. 

Bob transferred to be head of the Virginia club. Nonnie was head of the 
Young Progressive Organization in Washington and was teaching at the nursery 
school that, I believe, was run by a CIO auxiliary in this city. 

Now, it is noted that, as far as you are concerned, Mrs. Markward 
said that you were transferred at the time the youth clubs of the Com- 
munist Party were dissolved, to be the head of the Virginia Club. 

Will you tell the committee, please, in what area of Virginia the 
Virginia Club was established ? 

Mr. Laurman. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Markward also testified that you became the 
head of the Virginia Club of the Communist Party. Is that true or 
is it false? 

Mr. Laurman. I refuse to answer for the reason I gave before. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee is advised that there was a fund- 
raising affair for the Virginia Club of the Communist Party held in 
i949 in your home. Was such a meeting held in your home? 

Mr. Lautman. I refuse to answer for the reason I gave before. 

Mr. TAveNNER. I may say that was the testimony of Mrs. Markward. 

Where did you live in Virginia? 

Mr. Laurman. At that time? 

Mr. TavENNER. Yes. 

Mr. Laurman. I lived in Buckingham. 

Mr. Tavenner. This is Mrs. Markward’s testimony on that subject : 

Well, it was attended— 
speaking of this fund-raising affair— 


by Communists and friends whom they invited for the purpose of asking their 
friends to contribute money to the party. It was held in 1949. 

Mr. Owens. In 1949; whereabouts? 

Mrs. MARKwarp. At the home of Robert Lautman. 

Mr. Owens. Over in Arlington, Va.? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. Over in Buckingham; that is correct. 

Are you familiar with the fact that the State of Maryland passed 
what is commonly referred to as the Ober law ? 

(At this point Mr. Lautman conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. Laurman. I am familiar with that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you familiar with any decision or action taken 
by the Communist Party as to what should be done in the matter of 

urity of Communist Party members in light of the tendency of the 

Obe r law, of the ¢ adoption of the Ober law ? 

Mr. Laurman. I refuse to answer that question for the reason I 
gave before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Markward testified regarding a meeting that 
was held in Baltimore which was not attended by you, and. then 
followed it up by a like meeting which was held in Washington. 
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I would like for the record to show here her testimony on that 
subject: 


Mr. Owens. In an earlier executive session you testified about a District 
meeting held in Baltimore, Md., in the early part of 1949, at which a verbal 
oath was taken by those in attendance not to bear arms against Soviet Russia. 
Do you know the exact date of this meeting? 

Mrs. MARKWArRD, No, I don’t. 

Mr. Owen. Will you relate to the committee the names of individuals who were 
there and did so take this oath? 

Mrs. MArKWARD. The ones I can recall and can be positive of now are Henry 
Thomas, Robert Paul, Rose Clinton, Charles Payne, Philip Frankfeld, Robert 
Hall, and Roy Wood. 


(Representative Kit Clardy entered the hearing room at this point.) 
Mr. TAveNNER (reading) : 


There was a Baltimore member by the name of Arthur Barry. I believe he was 
head of the white-collar section in Baltimore at that time. He refused to take the 
oath because there was some question in his mind about the timing. 

Mr. Owens. Can you tell the committee the circumstances under which the 
actual taking of this oath came up? 

Mrs, MARKWARD. Well, just prior to the time of this meeting the Communist 
Party around the world had issued statements stating, in Italy, that the 
people of Italy would never bear arms against the Soviet Union, and I believe this 
went on in a number of countries. 

The Communist Party of the U. S. A. through its officials in New York had 
issued a similar statement, and Phil Frankfeld, in the name of the Maryland 
District of Columbia Party, had issued a statement to the press to the same 
effect in the name of the party locally. 

So actually the question was whether the members of the District committee 
and other active members who had been invited to this meeting would support 
this statement which Phil Frankfeld had issued. 

The only question that was raised was whether that was an opportune time 
to make such a statement publicly. 

Mr. OweENs. That question was raised by Arthur Barry? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. Yes. 

Mr. Owens. Was this the sole purpose for calling this meeting in Baltimore to 
support the statement previously issued by Phil Frankfeld? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. No, it wasn’t. At this time the Assembly of the State of 
Maryland had passed a law which would require action against members of the 
Communist Party as an organization which was advocating force and violence, 
I believe, and it was felt that it was going to be necessary for the party in 
Maryland to go underground, and this was a meeting to see how they could 
operate under the special securities circumstances. 

Mr. Owens. Were there any special orders given for the arrangement of 
this meeting? 

Mrs. MarKwarp. Yes. The District leadership gave sealed orders to a few 
of its most trusted people and they were each asked to contact 3 or 4 additional 
people. 

I will use my own meeting as an example. Roy Wood was asked to contact 
me, Robert Hall, Henry Thomas, Rose Clinton, and Sally Peake. 

We were told to meet at New Jersey and Daniel Streets at a special hour. We 
were not to wait there more than 5 minutes. Sally Peake did not make this 
appointment, so, consequently, she did not get to the meeting in Baltimore. 

Roy Wood also had the address of the place where the meeting was to be held, 
and the specific minute when our group was to arrive at the meeting; he had 
sealed instructions. He was to open them when we got to Baltimore. Then 
he opened the note and he went to the place designated. 

Mr. Owens. Was such a procedure followed with regard to a meeting held in 
Washington subject to that or not? 

Mrs. Markwarp. Yes. There was a meeting held in the Willard Hotel in 
Washington subsequent to that under a false name. 


Mr. Veuve. Mr. Counsel, do we have information as to the date of 
that particular meeting? 
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Mr. Tavenner. Only that the date of the Baltimore meeting was 
early in 1949. The W illard Hotel meeting, we do not know the « exact 
date of the meeting, but it was subsequent to that. 


Mr. Owens. Will you relate what you know about that? 

Mrs. MarKWARD. A similar set of rules applied. A specific number of people 
were notified and were assigned a group they were to notify. However, we were 
not given any specific minute at which we were to arrive. 

Mr. OwENs. Who, if you recall, finally showed up at the meeting at the Willard? 

Mrs. Markwarp. About the same group, except I believe it was larger. 

Mr. Owens. What was the purpose of the meeting? 

Mrs. MarkwaAkrp. It was a District meeting to discuss the political situation 
in Maryland. 

Mr. Owens. Why was it decided to hold it at the Willard Hotel? 

Mrs. MarKwarp. Someone had the idea that was one of the best security 
things to do, to meet at a public place under an assumed name, and at the meeting 
all the members were addressed by false names. 

Mr. Owens. Who arranged to get the room at the Willard? 

Mrs. MARKwaArp. I believe Roy Wood. 

Mr. Owens. It may be repetitious, but will you identify the individuals you 
recall having been there? 

Mrs. MARKWARD. Roy Wood, Phil Frankfeld, Bob Lautman, and Helen Shonick 
were 1p my group. 

Now, you were identified as one of those who attended that meeting 
held under the circumstances which she has described. 

owe I would like for you to tell the committee, please, first, whether 

‘not you did attend that meeting which has been described? 

a. ‘Laurman. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds I 
previously gave. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, you were identified by Mrs. Markw: ard as a 
member of the Communist Party in the District of Columbia in 1949 
when she withdrew from the Communist Party. 

I want to ask you if you continued in membership in the Commu- 
nist Party from 1949 to the present moment ? 

Mr. Laurman. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds I 
previously gav 

However, male is a subject I would like to bring in which I would 
like to get in the record in connection with bearing arms against 
enemies of this country, and that is a question of my particular, my 
personal Army record. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; I would be very glad for you to state your 
Army record. 

Mr. Laurman. In late 1942, I enlisted inthe Army. In early 1944 
I went overseas ts the South Pacific as a combat photogr: apher. 

The first invasion which I participated_in was the invasion of 
Mimika Island in the Dutch section of New Guinea. 

I went in on the invasion of San Sapor; I volunteered with the 
Rangers on D-day minus 3 in the Philippines. 

I saw combat duty in Laete. I went along on the invasion of Min- 
doro as part of my duties. 

I was in on the invasion of Luzon. 

I volunteered and I participated in the Ranger liberation of United 
States prisoners of war at a camp which at that time was 250 miles or 
so behind the Japanese lines. For my participation in that particular 
mission, I was awarded the Bronze Star. 

After that I participated in the retaking of Manila by the 37th 
Division, and immediately after that I volunteered to jump in the 
paratroop invasion of Corregidor. For my—— 
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Mr. 'Tavenner. Did you operate with the 105th unit of the para- 
troopers ? 

Mr. Laurman. No; this was the outfit involved in Corregidor, the 
503d Paratroop Regiment. 

Mr. Watrer. Why is it you are so willing to discuss this irrelevant, 
as I see it, matter so fully and still be unwilling to discuss your con- 
nection with the Communist movement in this community ? 

(At this point Mr. Lautman conferred with Mr. Forer. ) 

Mr. Laurman. I believe this matter to be completely relevant to 
the issue, which is an impugning of my loyalty to this country. 

Mr. WALTER. Were you a member of the Communist Party when 
you were in the armed services? 

Mr. Laurman. I must refuse to answer that on the— 

Mr. Waurer. No; you don’t have to refuse. 

Mr. Laurman. I refuse to answer that on the basis of my previous 
answers. 

Mr. WATER. Then, sir, whether you were disloyal to the United 
States with a uniform on or not is beside the point. Are you a member 
of the Communist Party now? 

Mr. Laurman. I have previously refused, and I reiterate that re- 
fusal to answer. 

Mr. Water. Don’t let him go on with this harangue about— 

Mr. Vevpe. Yes; I agree with the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. TAvenneR. I think this is 

Mr. Watrer. This flag waving doesn’t wipe out the fact—— 

Mr. Vevpr. As to all these questions, we know right now he is not 
going to give us any information whatsoever. I would suggest that 
if you have any other questions you think are pertinent, ask the 
witness, or call the next witness. 

Mr. TAvenneER. In light of his statement of his war record, I would 
like to ask him one other question. 

Mr. Vevpe. All right. Proceed. 

Mr. 'TAVENNER. Now, with the war record which you have told us 
about, what was the reaction on you of the Communist Party plan 
in the United States which was announced by Mrs. Markward here 
to the effect that the people of this country should not bear arms 

gainst the Soviet Union ? 

“ie LaurMAn. Have you finished ¢ 

Mr. TAvenNER. And to take an oath to that effect ? 

Mr. LautMAN. I can only say that I have shown in the past that 
I am willing to defend this country against any attacker, and I would 
be so willing in the future. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Did you oppose the Communist Party position that 
the membership were to take verbal oaths not to bear arms against the 
Soviet Union? 

(At this point Mr. Lautman conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. LaurMan. Your question makes certain assumptions. How- 
ever, I think under the circumstances I will continue to refuse to answer 
that particular question under my privilege. 

Mr. TAveNNER. Are you attempting to say to the committee that 
you did not know that that was the announced decision of national 
committee, or the announced decision of the Communist Party to 
require such an oath ? 
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(At this point Mr. Lautman conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. Laurman. I refuse to say; however, you may draw any infer- 
ence from my refusal. It is my privilege. 

Mr. Ciarpy. May I inquire, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Did you ever attend any Communist Party meetings 
at which that question came up and you were given an opport unity 
to express your opposition, as a Congressman does, by casting a vote? 

Mr. Lat rman. I refuse to answer that question on the ground I 
previously gave. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Have you ever heard of the subject that counsel is 
discussing with you? 

Mr. Laurman. I refuse to answer that question for the same rea- 
son. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
any time while you were employed in New York City ? 

Mr. Laurman. I refuse to answer that question for the reason I 
gave previously. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpr. Mr. Clardy. 

Mr. Crarpy. No questions. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Walter? 

Mr. Waurer. No questions. 

Mr. Veutpe. Mr. Scherer? 

Mr. Scurrer. No questions. 

Mr. Vetpe. The witness is dismissed. 

Call your next witness. 

Mr. Tavenner. Sylvia Bernstein. 

(Representative Gordon H. Scherer left the hearing room at this 
point. ) 

Mr. Vetpr. Let the record show that I have appointed a new sub- 
committee consisting of Mr. Clardy, Mr. Walter, and myself as chair 
biah. 

‘In the testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee, 
do you equ swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth, so he Ip you God? 

Mrs. Bernstein. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF SYLVIA BERNSTEIN, ACCOMPANIED BY HER 
COUNSEL, JOSEPH FORER 


Mr. 'Tavenner. What is your name, please? 

Mrs. Bernstern. Sylvia Bernstein. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your name, please? 

Mrs. Bernstein. S-y-l-v-i-a B-e-r-n-s-t-e-i-n. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you please state the date of your birth? 
Mrs. Bernstern. November 6, 1915. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the place of your birth? 

Mrs. Bernstretn. Washington. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Do you now reside in Washington? 

Mrs. Bernstein. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your present employment; if any? 
Mrs. Bernstetn. Housewife. 





COMMUNISM IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 5951 


Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, what your employment 
has been in the past? 

Let me withdraw that question. 

Will you state what your formal educational training has been ? 

Mrs. Bernstrern. High school. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, what your record of 
employment has been ? 

Mrs. Bernsretn. Well, I have had many jobs until I stopped 
working. 

Mr. Ciarpy. I can’t hear you, Witness. Could you keep your voice 
just a little louder ? 

Mrs. Bernsrern. I said I had many jobs. I have tried to remember 
them all. 

I worked for the Hecht Co., in a clerical capacity for a short time. 

I worked on 1 or 2 CWA projects; the Fede ral Housing Adminis- 
tration. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you work for the Federal Housing 
Administration ? 

Mrs. Bernstein. 1934 to about 1936; and I am not sure of the dates. 

Mr. Ciarpy. For how long? 

Mrs. Bernsrern. I would say 2 or 3 years; I am not too sure. 

Mr. TAvENNER. What was your 1 ext employment after that? 

Mrs. Bernstern. District of Columbia U nem ployme nt Board. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long were you employed there ? 

Mrs. Bernstein. A very short time. I don’t think it was over 
6 months. 

Mr. Tavenner. And then what was your next employment ? 

Mrs. Bernstew. I think it was the War Department. 

Mr. Tavenner. The War Department? 

Mrs. BernsTErn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you work in the War Department? 

Mrs. Bernstetn. In the Construction Division. That was in the 
Quartermaster Corps first, and then it was transferred to the Engi- 
neers. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did that employment begin about 1938? 

Mrs. Bernstein. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did it continue ? 

Mrs. Bernstern. Until 1942. 

Mr. TAvENNER. What was your employment after that? 

Mrs. Bernstern. After th: at I moved to another city, and there I had 
had no intention of working, but from time to time I did ti a tempo- 
rary or part-time jobs. 

Mr. Taverner. Did you work in any capacity for the Government 

yr any Government agency after leaving the War Department ? 

Mrs. Bernsretn. No, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. At the time you left the War Department, in what 
branch of the Department were you working ? 

Mrs. Bernstein. The Engineer Corps, Construction Division. 

Mr. TaveNNeER. Engineer Corps. 

Mrs. Markward testified before the committee on the general subject 
of wives of men serving in the Armed Forces, and men also being 
employed in the Government, that is, wives of men employed in the 
Government. 
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The gist of her testimony was that when a husband was employed by 
the Government, as a secur ity matter, the wife, if a member of the 
Communist Party, was quite frequently assigned to underground, 
some underground group of the Communist Party, so that it w ould be 
more difficult to determine and ascertain the true status of the 
husband. 

Now, were you at any time transferred to an underground group 
of the Communist Party in Washington ? 

Mrs. Bernsrern. I refuse to answer on the basis of the privilege 
afforded me by the fifth amendment not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, whether you 
have any knowledge of the Communist Party plan and how it func- 
tioned in the situation where a wife’s husband is employed by the 
Government ? 

Mrs. Brernstern. I refuse to answer for the reasons I gave before. 

Mr. Crarpy. Witness, I know you are here because I can see you, but 
I sure can’t hear you. 

Mrs. Bernstern. I am sorry, sir. Is that better? 

Mr. Crarpy. Yes, if you will keep it up just a little bit. There is 
a tendency of all witnesses to let their voice trail off. 

Mr. Tavenner. This is the testimony of Mrs. Markward on this 
general subject: 

Sylvia Bernstein was a member of the white collar section of the Communist 
Political Association, and when her husband returned from service, she was 
transferred to the underground club of the Communist Party. 

I asked her this question : 


Will you tell the committee the purpose of that transfer? 

Mrs. MarRKWArD. Her husband, she had been transferred out of the under- 
ground when her husband went into the service. He was an official previous 
to that in the United Federal Workers of America, which is now the United 
Public Workers of America. 

When he returned from the service, Elizabeth Searle, who was then chair- 
man of the Communist Party in Washington, D. C. told me to get in touch 
with Sylvia Bernstein and inform her she was to be transferred to this under- 
ground club because it was dangerous to her husband’s position for her to be in 
the white collar section of the party, so because of this I called Sylvia Bernstein 
and she informed me that she had already been picked up by the underground 
club. 

Now, is that testimony true or is it false with regard to you? 

I am not asking you any question relating to your husband. 

Mrs. Bernstern. I refuse to answer for the same grounds I gave 
before. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are unwilling to tell this committee, on the 
ground that to do so might tend to incrminate you, what part, if any, 
you had to play in the underground work of the Communist Party in 
Washington, is that what I understand ? 

(At this point Mrs. Bernstein conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mrs. Bernstern. Yes. 

(At this point Mrs. Bernstein conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Political As- 
sociation in 1944 and 1945? 

Mrs. Bernstern. I refuse to answer on the same grounds I gave 
before. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Now, Mrs. Markward left the Communist Party 
in 1949. She testified as to your connection with the party prior to 
that time. 

Are you now, I would like to ask you, are you now a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Bernstein. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Vetpr. What was that? 

Mrs. Bernstern. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mrs. Bernstein. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Verpe. Mr. Clardy? 

Mr. Criarpy. No questions. 

Mr. Vetpe. Mr. Walter? 

Mr. Watrer. In your position with the Unemployment Office of 
the District of Columbia, were you able to assign people to employ- 
ment ? 

Mrs. Bernstein. No, sir; I just worked in the file room there. It 
was a very minor job. 

Mr. Water. All right. 

Mr. Vetpr. Do you have anything further. 

Mr. Watrer. No. 

Mr. Vetpr. The witness is dismissed. 

Call your next witness. 

Mr. ‘TavenneR. Mr. William Shonick. 

Mr. Veuve. In the testimony you are about to give before the sub- 
committee, do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Suonick. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM SHONICK, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, JOSEPH FORER 


Mr. TAVENNER. What is your name, sir? 

Mr. Suonick. William Shonick. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your last name? 

Mr. Suonick. S-h-o-n-i-c-k. 

Mr. TAvenneER. When and where were you born, Mr. Shonick? 

Mr. SHontck. I was born in Poland, 1919. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to the United States? 

Mr. Suontck. Approximately 1923 or 1924; I am not entirely sure. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a naturalized citizen of the United States? 

Mr. SHonicx. I am a citizen by derivative papers from my mother. 

Mr. Tavenner. Under what name was your mother naturalized ? 

Mr. Sronick. Either Esther Shonick or Esther Kubashky. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you please spell that name, please? 

Mr. SHontck. Well, Kubashky, I don’t—K-u-b-a-s-k-y, I think. 
That is her madien name. I am not sure which name was used. 

Mr. TAveENNER. Where was she naturalized, and when ? 

Mr. Suonick. In New York, I am sure, and the date—I am not sure, 
about 1930, or something like that. I have those figures at home in 
case the committee needs them. 
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Mr. TaveNNER. Where do you now reside? 

Mr. Suonicx. 1468 Girard Street NW. 

Mr. Tavenner. Washington, D. C.? 

Mr. Suonicx. Yes, Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your occupation ? 

Mr. Suonick. Piano tuner and technician repairs. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your ed- 
ucational training has been, that is, your formal educational training ¢ 

Mr. SHONICK. Well, I was graduated from City College. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. New York? 

Mr. Suonicx. New York City. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What was the date of your graduation? 

Mr. Suonick. 1942. I took a master’s degree in education and 
history from George Washington University, here in the District, and 
aes 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the date? : 

Mr. Suonick. I think it was 1948. I did it evenings and summer 
school, and so forth; I don’t remember; it stretched out over quite a 
period. 

Then I spent the summer of, I believe 1949, at Juilliard in New York, 
and the summer of 1950, I believe, at Northwestern University School 
of Music in Evanston. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Did you say you studied at Juilliard? 

Mr. Suontck. I also took a course in piano tuning. Excuse me. 

Mr. Ciarpy. What? 

Mr. Suonick. I also took a course in piano tuning. 

Mr. Vevpe. I am sorry, I didn’t understand that. 

Mr. Suonick. The amplification is bad. 

Mr. Vevpe. I realize that. 

Mr. Suonick. I also took a course in piano tuning in about 1949 or 
1950, something like that. 

Mr. Vetpe. What did you do in Evanston, III. ? 

Mr. Suonick. During the summer I attended a summer session 
there. 

Mr. Vevpe. Northwestern ¢ 

Mr. Suontick. Yes. 

Mr. Vevpe. What summer? 

Mr. Suonick. I think it was 1950; I am not sure, but I think that 
was the year. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, what your em- 
ployment has been since the completion of your college w ork at City 
College in 1942? 

Mr. Suonick. For a few months I worked as a junior accountant in 
New York City, and then I went to work for the OPA in Washington, 
for about a year and a half, first as a statistical clerk, and then as a 
statistician economist. 

I then was a business agent of local 203, Business Workers Union, 
for about a year and a half, and for the subsequent 6 years I taught 
at Leland Junior High School, in Montgomery County. 

Mr. Crarpy. Where? 

Mr. Suonick. Leland Junior High School, in Montgomery County. 

Mr. Tavenner. Montgomery C ounty, Md. ? 

Mr. Suonick. Yes, sir; Bethesda, Md. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Did you teach in any capacity in the public school 
system of the State of Maryland? 

Mr. Snonicx. Well, I just said I taught in Bethesda, Md. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, I probably didn’t understand you. I thought 
you spoke of a college as a private institution. Maybe I misunderstood 
you. Where did you teach in Bethesda ? 

Mr. Suontck. Junior high school. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Oh, I beg your pardon ; I thought you said college. 

Mr. CLarpy. You gave a name to it. 

Mr. Suontcx. Leland. 

Mr. TAavENNER. I beg your pardon. 

When did you begin teaching in the high school in Maryland? 

Mr. Suonicx. In 1951 I ended 6 years. I guess I began in October 
of 1945; I think that 7 when I began. I taught 6 full school years, 
except for the first yea 

Mr. Tavenner. Th: at ‘would bring it up into 1951? 

Mr. Suonicx. Yes. 

Mr. TavenneRr. I read into evidence a little while ago, when a wit- 
ness was on the stand, the testimony of Mrs. Mary Markward about 
the concern of the Communist Party in this district when there was 
a possibility of passing the Ober law in Maryland. 

Are you familiar with the Ober law, the fact that it was passed ? 

Mr. Suonick. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you take any part in opposition to the passage 
of the Ober law? 

(At this point Mr. poe conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. Suonick. No, I didn’t take any part in opposition. 

Mr. CLARDY. Well, did you take any part in the passage of it? 

Mr. Suonicxk. I am not a member of the Maryland Legislature. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I know, but lobbyists don’t have to be members to work 
on the propositions. 

In other words, did you do anything toward the passage or not? 

Mr. Suonicx. To the best of my recollection, I never heard of the 
Ober law until it was passed. That is the best of my recollection. It 
hasn’t been a very important part of my life. 

Mr. TAvenneER. Well, it was important enough that you had to sign 
the certificate required by the Ober law in order to continue to teach 
in the State of Maryland, was it not? 

Mr. Suonick. I don’t remember. I signed so many things; if I had 
to sign, I am sure I signed it. I mean if it was one of the forms you 
sign, I am sure I signed it. 

Mr. Vetpr. Now, just a minute. You say if you had to sign them, 
that you did sign them. 

Mr. Suontck. Well, if you say that everybody that continued to 
teach signed it, then I must have signed it. I continued to teach. 
I don’t really remember whether I did or not. I signed at least two 
forms a week when I was teaching. I remember that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, I hand you a document under date of June 7, 
1949, with a signature at the bottom of it, and ask you whether or not 
that is your signature? 

Mr. Suonick. Yes, that is my writing. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is the signature 

Mr. Crarpy. Just a minute, Counsel. 

Let’s go back just a minute, Mr. Chairman. 
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Did I understand you to say you signed two forms a week? 

Mr. Suonick. At the very least, Congressman, there was always 
something to sign. 

Mr. Cuarpy. I am not talking about letters or anything of that kind. 

ae. Suonick. Iam not either. You always have to verify attend- 

. times that you were in and out; I don’t know, there was always 
something at the office you had to sign when you walked in in the 
morning at least twice a week, 

Mr. Ciarpy. So you didn’t pay much atte ntion to what you signed ? 

Mr. Suonicx. No, it wasn’t th: at: I knew what I signed. 

Mr. Ciarpy. So you knew what you were sloning when you signed 
the document in your hand? 

Mr. Suonicx. Oh, sure, if I signed it I knew I was signing it at the 
time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Your memory is quite well refreshed since handing 
you the document, is it not ? 

Mr. Suonick. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, that is the certificate that is required unde 
the Ober law to be signed by members of the teaching profession. 
You recognize it as such, do you not? 

Mr. SuHonick. Yes, sir; yes, I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, at the time you signed that were you a mem 
ber of the C ommunist Party ? 

Mr Suonick. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
ege under the fifth amendment not to bear witness against 


“Mr. Crarpy. Now, may I inquire the date of that document, Mr. 
Counsel ? 

Mr. TAvVENNER. June 7, 1949. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Mr. Chairman, I ask that he be directed to answer that 
question. 

Mr. Vevpe. Yes, certainly; we have a right to have that information, 
and you are directed to answer the question. 

(At this point Mr. Shonick conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. Suonick. I abide by my refusal for the reasons stated. 

Mr. Vrtpr. Now, let me ask you, at the time you attended North- 
western University, that was in 1949, too? 

Mr. Suonick. I think it was in 1950: I think 1949 and 1950. 

Mr. Ve_pe. Were you a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Suonick. I refuse to answer on the same grounds that I just 
wave. 

Mr. Veipe. Did you know Professor Colegrove at Northwestern 
University ? ; 

Mr. Snonick. To the best of my knowledge, I never heard of him. 
I went to the music school. 

Mr. Vevpr. He has been a very fine American citizen, and a leader 
in the cause against communism. 

How about Professor Stravianos; would you know him there? 

Mr. Suonicx. To the best of my knowledge, I never heard of him. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Shonick, you have admitted that this is your 
ignature on the document, and it was the document required to be 
signed under the Ober law, by those who engaged in the teaching pro- 
fession and e mployed by t he State of M: aryland. 
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The certificate states: 

I do further certify that I am not a member of a subversive organization as 
defined in said chapter 86. 

Was that a truthful statement at the time that you signed it? 

Mr. Suonick. Yes; it was. 

Mr. Tavenner. That you were not? 

Mr. Suontck. I would never sign anything that wasn’t truthful. 
No job has ever meant that much to me. 

Mr. Criarpvy. Well, were you a member of any such organization 
immediately before you signed it? 

Mr. Sronick. Of any what kind of organization ? 

Mr. Crarpy. The organizations described in the document you 

igned, the language that was just read to you. 

Read it to him again, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. TAvVENNER (reading) : 

I do further certify that I am not a member of a subversive organization as 
defined in said chapter 86. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Now, my question is, were you a member of such an 
organization at any time prior to signing this docume os ¢ 

(At this point Mr. Shonick conferred with Mr. Forer. 

Mr. Suonick. To the best of my knowledge, I ee never been a 
member of any such organization as you describe. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Do you recognize the Communist Party as being such 
an organization in making that answer ? 

(At this point Mr. Shonick conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. Suonick. Not in my opinion; I don’t recognize it as such. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. So that you could have been a member of the Commu- 
nist Party, in your opinion, and signed this in perfectly clear 
conscience ? 

(At this point Mr. Shonick conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. Forer. Can we have the question again, Mr. Congressman ? 

Mr. Cuarpy. Will you read it, Miss Reporter ? 

(The reporter read the question as follows :) 

So that you could have been a member of the Communist Party, in your opin 
ion and signed this in perfectly clear conscience?” 

Mr. Suonick. Well, I believe, if you ask my opinion—I am only 
stating my opinion—that a person could be a member of the Commu- 
nist Party and sign such a statement, if he honestly thought the Com- 
munist Party at the time was not subversive. 

Mr. Cuarpy. And did you so think at that time. 

(At this point Mr. Shonick conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. Suonick. I am not quite sure—did I think so? 

Mr. Crarpy. That the Communist Party was not subversive at that 
time. 

(At this point Mr. Shonick conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. Suonick. I had no reason to think at that time that it was. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Do you think that it is today ? 

Mr. Suonics. That is a question of opinion, you are asking me now. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Well, the question stands. 

Mr. SuHonick. All right. 

At this point Mr. Shonick conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. Vevpe. I might say that the gentleman has a perfect right to 

ask for your opinion. 
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Mr. SHonicx. I am not arguing his right. I am just trying to 
clarify what the question is. F 

(At this point Mr. Shonick conferred with Mr. Forer.) __ 

Mr. Suonick. Well, it hasn’t been proven to my satisfaction that 
it 1S. 

Mr. Criarpy. Then, are you a member of it today? 

Mr. Suonicx. I refuse to answer for the reasons I gave before. 
Mr. Ciarpy. Well, if it hasn’t been proven to your satisfaction that 
it is subversive, how on earth, can you raise the fifth amendment in 
avoiding an answer to that direct question? What is your justification 
for claiming that you would be incriminated if you regard it as any- 
thing but subversive ? 

(At this point Mr. Shonick conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. Ciarpy. I am raising this because I am questioning your good 
faith in raising the fifth amendment. I don’t think you are entitled to 
it, and I think you proved it by what you said. 

So I am asking you directly: What is the basis for any possible in- 
crimination, if you should tell us that you are a member of an organi- 
zation which you say you do not regard as subversive ? 

(At this point Mr. Shonick conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. Suontcx. Well, as I said before, about my signature, I always 
act in good faith. I am claiming the privilege in good faith, and I am 
refusing to answer the question because of the reasons that I gave. 

Mr. Ciarpy. Then, to come back to a question that was asked earlier, 
did you have this kind of interpretation in mind when you were asked 
questions about bearing arms against Soviet Russia ? 

Mr. Suontcx. When I was asked questions about bearing arms 
against Soviet Russia? I wasn’t asked about that. 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Well, at least that was implied in the question. 

Mr. Suontck. In which question ? 

Mr. Crarpy. Well, let me put it to you this way so there will be no 
question about it. 

Would you today if called into the service to bear arms for the 
United States in any open warfare with Soviet Russia—— 

Mr. Suonicr. Yes, I would. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You have no qualification on that at all? 

Mr. Suontck. No. 

Mr. Crarpy. You never have had ? 

Mr. Suontck. Not that I remember. 

Mr. Crarpy. Why won’t you tell us if you are a Communist today ? 

Mr. Suonick. For the reasons I gave. 

Mr. Crarpy. I can’t understand you at all, if you will answer the 
questions you did and then not answer that. I give up, Mr. Chair- 
man. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Shonick, you were aware, were you not, on 
June 7, 1949, when you signed this certificate under the Ober law, 
that the Attorney General of the United States had quite some time 
prior thereto, namely, on December 4, 1947, cited the Communist 
Party as a subversive organization which seeks to alter the form of 
government of the United States by unconstitutional means? 

Mr. Suonick. I can’t say whether I was aware at that time that 
the Attorney General had so cited it. I might have been aware and 
I might not have been aware. 
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Mr. Ciarpy. Yes, but you have been since, haven’t you? 

Mr. Suonicx. Yes. 

Mr. Cuarpy. And you had all this in mind when you answered my 
questions ¢ 

Mr. Suontck. I had all what in mind? 

Mr. Cuarpy. The fact that the organization has been cited as sub 
versive ; you still aren’t convinced, right ? 

Mr. SuHonick. Yes; I am not convinced, not by the Attorney Gen- 
eral necessarily. 

Mr. Cuarpvy. You are pretty hard to convince, I'll say that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mrs. Markward testified before this committee that 
at the time the Communist Party was reorganized, which meant in 
1945, Helen and William Shonick were transferred from an under- 
ground organization of the Communist Party into another group of 
the Communist Party. 

Now, I don’t propose to ask you any question regarding your wife, 
but were you a member of an underground group of the Communist 
Party here, which you state now you had no idea was of a subversive 
character ? 

Mr. Suontck. I refuse to answer for the reasons given before. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you first become aware that the Com- 
munist Party had been cited by the Attorney General as a subversive 
organization dedicated to the overthrow of the Government of the 
United States by unconstitutional means? 

Mr. Suonick. I can’t say just when I became aware of it. 

Mr. TavenneEr. Was it prior to the time you signed the certificate 
under the Ober law? 

Mr. Suonick. I think that question was asked by Representative 
Clardy. I just 

Mr. Cuarpy. No,it wasn’t, not that one. 

Mr. SHonick. Wasn’t it? Pardon me. I thought it was. 

I just can’t say when I became aware. I have no diary on the sub- 
ject. My memory isn’t as good as a lot of people’s. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you continue after the time that you did become 
aware of that to engage in promoting the interests of the Communist 
Party in any partic ular? 

Mr. Suonick. I refuse to answer that for the same reasons that I 
gave before. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a matter of fact, you were active in the Com- 
munist Party in 1949 when Mrs. Markward left the Communist Party ; 
were you not ¢ 

Mr. Suonicx. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you still active in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Suonick. I refuse for the same reason. 

Mr. TavenneR. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Suonick. I refuse for the same reason. 

Mr. TaveENNER. Will you tell the committee, please, whether or not 
you know that Bill Johnson and Emma Robinson are among the 
members of the executive committee, or at least that part of the execu- 
tive committee known as the membership committee of the Communist 
Party in the District of Columbia at this time? 

Mr. Suontckx. I refuse to answer for the reasons given before. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is, of the city committee. Would that change 
your answer ¢ 

Mr. Suonicx. No. 











5960 COMMUNISM IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with Bill Johnson ? 

Mr. Suonick. I refuse to answer for the reasons given before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with Emma Robinson $ 

Mr. Suonick. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

(At this point Mr. Shonick conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall a Communist Party meeting in your 
home which was attended by Mr. Max Elitcher, E-1-i-t-c-h-e-r?¢ 

Mr. Suonick. I refuse to answer for the reasons given before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with Max Elitcher? 

(At this point Mr. Shonick conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. Suonicx. I refuse to answer for the reasons given before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Max Elitcher testified before this committee in 
executive session and advised it that there was a meeting held in your 
home of the chairmen of the various underground groups of the Com- 
munist Party in this area, and he met with those chairmen in your 
home. 

Now, is there any explanation you desire to make of that testimony 
by way of denial or affirmation or explanation ? 

Mr. Suonick. I refuse to answer for the reasons given before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, if you considered, Mr. Shonick, that you 
should have no compunctions about signing the certificate under the 
law of Maryland, why is it that your activities in the Communist 
Party were kept on such a secret plane ? 

Mr. Suonick. I refuse to answer for the reasons given before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpr. Mr. Clardy ? 

Mr. Ciarpy. You say you don’t regard the Communist Party as 
subversive. Is there any other group in the United States that you 
regard as subversive ? 

Mr. Suonick. I would say that I would rather not go into it be- 
cause I would like to not get into any debates particularly. 

Mr. Criarpy. I am not seeking a debate particularly with you, 
Dia 

Mr. Suonicx. Well, I consider that all attempts to harm people 
for their supposed or imagined beliefs, that committees of this kind 
do, I think those things are subversive. 

Mr. Criarpy. That is what I thought you had in mind. You don’t 
consider the Communist Party as subversive, but you do consider sub- 
versive all investigations into the Communist conspiracy as a Com- 
munist movement; that is your theory, isn’t it? 

(At this point Mr. Shonick conferred with Mr. Forer.) 

Mr. Suonicx. I think it is a loaded question. That isn’t quite it. 
[ pointed out before that it hasn’t been proven to my satisfaction 
that the Communist Party is subversive. You can just label it a 
conspiracy. So how can I answer the question ? 

Mr. Cuiarpy. Well, I must say your standards of values are not 
quite the same as mine. 

That is all I have, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Walter? 

Mr. Watrter. I have no questions. 

Mr. Vewpe. Do you have further witnesses subpenaed for today? 

Mr. TavENnNER. No, sir. 

Mr. Vetpe. The witness is dismissed. 
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At this point I realize that the hopes I expressed yesterday have not 
materialized. We have obtained some information about the opera- 
tion of the Communist movement in the District of Columbia, and 
I would ask now that you call, Mr. Counsel, our investigators, or our 
chief investigator, who has handled this matter. 

Mr. Wauter. | think the attitude of these witnesses for 2 days has 
indicated very clearly that there is considerable Communist activity. 
I don’t know how large the group is that is engaged in it, but it cer- 
tainly seems to me that the transcript of these proceedings should be 
sent to the FBI immediately. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Along with the testimony of Mary Markward. 

Mr. Warrer. We have got her testimony. She was their employee. 

Mr. Crarpy. I surely think that is jus stified, right here in the seat 
of the Government. I think it is high time we go clear to the bottom of 
the conspir: acy. 

Mr. Vewpe. Will you call the investigator. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Owens, will you come forward, please. 

Mr. Veupe. In the testimony you are about to give to this subcom- 
mittee, do you solemnly swear you will tell the truth, the whole truth 
and nothing nt the truth, so he ‘Ip you God? 

Mr. Owens. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF COURTNEY E. OWENS 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Owens. Courtney E. Owens. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position do you hold with the Committee on 
Un-American Activities ? 

Mr. Owens. Acting chief investigator. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been identified as an investigator 
with the Committee on Un-American Activities ? 

Mr. Owens. A complete 6 years this September. 

Mr. TavenneER. Now, will you tell the committee, please, whether or 
not prior to your elevation to the position of acting investigator in 
charge you were assigned the matter of investigation of communism 
in the District of Columbia ? 

Mr. Owens. Yes, sir. We first initiated on a large scale an investi- 
gation into communism in the District of Columbia in early 1949, and 
continued through the years of 1949 and 1950, until the discovery of 
Mrs. Mary Staleup Markward. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, will you please briefly outline in a general 
way to the members of the committee the progress that has been made 
up to the present time in the investigation of communism, of the 
Communist Party activities in the city of Washington ? 

Mr. Owens. Subsequent to the testimony of Mrs. Markward, the 
committee staff, when time would allow, has devoted time and attention 
to the Communist Party in the District of Columbia. As a result of 
this investigation, many people have been interviewed relative to 
the Communist Party in the District of Columbia. 

Several people have given testimony on the same subject. The in- 
formation given the committee by Mrs. Markward covered the entire 
operations of the Communist Party within the city of Washington 
during the period she was a member, 1943 to late 1949; while i 
contrast—— 
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Mr. Vewpr. Mr. Owens, at that time the District of Columbia was 
known, as far as the Communist Party was concerned, was known as 
the fourth district and included the State of Maryland; did it not? 

Mr. Owens. Part of district 4, which encompassed the District of 
Columbia and the State of Maryland. 

Mr. Veuve. All right. Continue, please. 

Mr. Owens. In contrast, the testimony of subsequent witnesses bore 
only on segments of the Communist organization in the city, usually 
confined to membership in and knowledge of, one club, and corroborat- 
ing Mrs. Markward’s testimony with respect to that particular club. 

Subsequent testimony that has been taken and the continuing in- 
vestigation has revealed the existence today of a Communist Party 
organization in the city of Washington. 

It was the purpose of the committee to call at this time as witnesses 
a limited number who, as a result of evidence available, were in a 
position to possess knowledge of the current activities of the party, 
and who were reported by Mrs. Markward to have been members of 
the Communist Party in the District of Columbia when she withdrew 
from the Communist Party in late 1949. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, those are the witnesses who were called yester- 
day and today to which you have just referred ? 

Mr. Owens. Exactly. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think that shows in a general way to the members 
of the committee what the staff has done. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Clardy? 

Mr. Cxarpy. There isn’t any doubt about the fact that there is an 
active Communist conspiracy right here in our midst, is there? 

Mr. Owens. From the evidence available to us, that is right. 

Mr. Vevpe. Mr. Walter? 

Mr. Wa ter. No. 

Mr. Vevpr. I have no questions to ask of the able chief investigator. 

However, I would like to say this, that I was very much disap- 
pointed, and I am sure the members of the committee were disap- 
pointed in the fact that none of the witnesses we have called in this 
2 day session 

(Representative Francis E. Walter left the hearing room at this 
point.) 

Mr. Vetpe. On the District of Columbia have given us any informa- 
tion whatsoever as to the operation of the Communist Party here in 
the Nation’s Capital. 

However, I am satisfied that there is at the present time a hard 
core of the Communist Party operating in the Nation’s Capital. I 
sincerely believe that we, as a committee of Congress elected by the 
people, are obliged to find out more about the operation of the Com- 
munist Party within the confines of the District of Columbia. It is 
here in the Nation’s Capital that the Communist Party can do the 
most damage to our form of government and to our way of life as 
far as the attempt of Soviet Russia to overthrow our constitutional 
form of government is concerned. 

Mr. Crarpy. May I ask this: Has your investigation gone far 
enough to discover whether any, and if there are any, how many, may 
still be on the Government payroll right here in Washington ! ; 

Mr. Owens. No, sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. It hasn’t gotten that far yet ? 
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Mr. Owens. No, sir. 

Mr. Ciarpy. You are working on it, I trust? 

Mr. Owens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Vetpr. Well, I hope the gentleman realizes that the committee 
investigators are working day and night, as a matter of fact, to un- 
cover subversion, not only here in the District but all over the country, 
and we do have to consider the most important work. I am sure the 
gentleman realizes that. We just don’t have time to go into all of 
the details of the subversion here as we don’t have time to go into all 
the details of subversion elsewhere. 

Mr. Cuarpy. Perhaps the chairman will agree with me now when 
I suggest that we need more money when our appropriation bill is up. 

Mr. Vetpe. Well, that is a question of judgment, I suppose. 

The committee will stand in adjournment. 

(Whereupon, at 3:45 p. m., the hearing was adjourned. ) 
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